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Riddell's  Plan  for  the  Melting  Room  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint 

by 

Greg  Lambousy 
Director  of  Collections,  Louisiana  State  Museum 

John  Leonard  Riddell  served  as  melter  and  refiner  of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint 
from  1839  to  1848.  He  was  a  multifaceted  man  who,  despite  his  eccentricities,  had 
careers  in  both  science  and  politics.  In  science  he  made  contributions  in  medicine, 
botany,  chemistry,  geology  and  physics.  The  developing  Western  and  Southern 
States  provided  him  with  a  range  of  opportunities  to  exercise  his  scientific  imagina- 
tion. He  wrote  pioneering  botanical  studies  of  the  flora  of  the  Western  States  and  of 
Louisiana  and  played  a  principal  role  in  the  invention  of  the  binocular  microscope.  He 
wrote  books  on  such  subjects  as  "Orrin  Lindsay's  Plan  of  Aerial  Navigation,  with  a 
Narrative  of  His  Explorations  in  the  Higher  Regions  of  the  Atmosphere,  and  His 
Wonderful  Voyage  around  the  Moon."  Believing  in  the  "animalculae  theory",  as  his 
studies  in  microscopy  had  shown  him,  he  made  significant  contributions  to  the  study 
of  yellow  fever. 


John  Leonard  Riddell,  c.  1855,  oil  on  canvas,  by  Theodore  Sidney  Moise. 

Courtesy  Louisiana  State  Museum. 
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Riddell  was  born  on  20  February  1807  in  Leynden,  Massachusetts.  He  attended 
"Rensselaer  School"  in  Troy,  New  York  where,  in  1832,  he  received  B.A.  and  M.A. 
degrees.  During  this  time  he  gave  lectures  on  various  scientific  topics  in  New  York 
State  and  in  Ontario,  Canada.  After  serving  as  professor  of  chemistry  and  botany  at 
the  Ohio  Reformed  Medical  College,  Riddell  was  hired  as  a  lecturer  by  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  College  where  he  was  awarded  a  medical  degree  in  1 836.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Louisiana. 

President  Martin  Van  Buren  appointed  Riddell  as  melter  and  refiner  of  the  New 
Orleans  Branch  Mint  in  1839.  Riddell  had  immersed  himself  in  local  Democratic 
politics  and  was  rewarded  with  the  mint  position.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment, 
Riddell  was  taking  part  in  a  surveying  expedition  through  the  hill  country  of  Texas 
searching  for  the  lost  San  Saba  silver  mines.  The  mines  were  not  located  but  Riddell 
succeeded  in  producing  detailed  accounts  of  the  flora  and  geology  of  the  area. 

Riddell  wrote  a  numismatic  work  in  1845  entitled  Monograph  of  the  Silver  Dollar, 
Good  and  Bad,  Illustrated  with  Facsimile  Figures  and  in  the  same  year  he  published 
a  pamphlet  entitled  "The  Mint  at  New  Orleans  with  an  Account  of  the  Process  of 
Coinage".  In  1 840  Riddell  described  to  Joseph  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  Mint,  his  idea  for  increasing  the  capacity  of  silver  crucibles.  Three  years  later 
he  proposed  lining  a  cast  iron  pot  with  gold  by  electroplating  or  lamination.  His  1 5,000 
ounce  pots  were  used  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  as  late  as  1 902.  Earlier,  around  1 844, 
he  invented  the  rotary  ingot  machine.  It  was  constructed  and  put  in  use  by  the  late 


Melting  Room,  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint,  c.  1890.  Photograph  by 
George  Francois  Mugnier.  Riddell's  rotary  ingot  machine  is  visible  in 
this  photograph.  Courtesy  Louisiana  State  Museum. 
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1840s.  Cool  water  passed  through  the  machine  and  rapidly  hardened  the  bullion. 
Depression  of  a  foot  lever  allowed  the  molds  to  rotate  after  each  pour  and  the  previous 
ingot  to  be  removed.  Various  hands  made  improvements  to  the  design  over  the 
years.  The  machine  almost  tripled  the  size  of  an  average  silver  melt  (from  3,000 
ounces  to  8,500  ounces)  and  reduced  the  amount  of  work  needed  to  do  the  job.  In 
1 847  daguerreotypes  were  taken  of  the  first  version  of  the  rotary  ingot  machine  for 
use  of  the  parent  Mint  in  Philadelphia. 

Controversy  often  followed  him.  While  he  worked  for  the  Mint,  Riddell  had  several 
conflicts  with  fellow  officers  and  workers  on  his  staff.  At  one  point  he  was  accused 
of  killing  his  wife  who  died  in  their  Mint  apartment.  In  order  to  defend  his  honor  he 
"whipped"  his  accuser  severely  on  "the  piazza  of  his  boarding  house". 

In  June  of  1840  Riddell  was  charged  with  producing  bad  ingots  and  seemed 
unable  "to  make  them  better."  Following  an  investigation  by  Mint  director.  Dr.  Robert 
Maskell  Patterson,  it  was  found  that  Riddell  had  not  been  following  the  specified 
method  of  preparing  gold.  It  was  also  found  that  the  official  instructions  for  conduct- 
ing the  operations  of  the  melting  and  refining  department  were  never  transmitted  to 
Riddell.  Later  in  1 840  Riddell  traveled  to  Philadelphia  to  confer  with  Dr.  Patterson  and 
his  staff  on  the  prescribed  methods  for  conducting  silver  and  gold  melts.  Riddell  kept 
a  detailed  journal  of  his  travels.  Aboard  a  Mississippi  River  packet,  on  his  way  back 
to  New  Orleans  in  September  of  1840,  Riddell  recorded  his  new  methods  for 
operating  the  melting  room  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  his  "Personal  Journal,  Vol. 
XIX",  July  20,  1 840  to  December  21,1 842. 

Riddell's  journals  are  presently  housed  in  the  Special  Collections  Division  of  the 
Tulane  University  Library.  There  are  twenty  separate  diaries  in  the  collection  dating 
from  May  1 7, 1 831  to  May  22, 1 849.  Four  of  the  volumes  have  materials  that  at  least 
touch  on  his  time  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  The  transcription  that  follows  is  taken  from 
a  section  of  "Personal  Journal,  Vol.  XIX". 

Riddell's  Regular  System  of  Operating  the 
New  Orleans  Branch  Mint 
Melting  Room 
(September  1840) 

"While  passing  down  the  river  I  must  write  out  a  regular  system  of  operating  in  the 
melting  room  of  the  mint.  I  will  sketch  out  something  here. 

Melting  Deposits  of  Silver 
The  melter  must  reweigh  the  deposit,  and  note  any  deficiency  before  melting.  [?]— 
quench  and  hammer  the  bars  in  the  old  copper  ingot  cistern  containing  water.  On  the 
29'^  of  each  month  remove  the  grains  therein  accumulated.  All  deposits  must  be 
shown  me  before  melting,  and  returned  to  me  the  same  day,  received  from  the 
treasurer,  whether  melted  or  not. 

Melting  Deposits  of  Gold 
This  must  be  done  in  the  gold  room,  and  there  in  a  copper  vessel  quenched  and 
hammered.  All  other  regulations  the  same  as  in  melting  silver  ingots. 

Melting  Silver  Ingots 
One  of  the  watchmen  must,  on  seeing  a  signal  hung  from  a  window,  ring  a  certain 
bell,  which  will  awaken  the  foreman  sleeping  in  the  premises.  He,  simply  by  pulling 
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a  cord  can  then  unbolt  a  door,  which  the  watchman  can  enter  by  a  key.  He  must  thus 
kindle  a  fire  in  the  large  furnace  at  4  A.M.  When  done  and  [?]  he  rings  the  bell,  and 
by  pulling  another  cord  the  foreman  can  again  bolt  the  door.  At  6  one  of  the  men  must 
appear  to  renew  the  fire  and  soon  thereafter  the  foreman  must  fill  up  the  pot  with 
bullion. 

On  no  occasion  must  silver  be  spilled  in  the  fire.  A  large  sheet  iron  funnel  must  be 
put  in  the  orifice  of  the  pot  when  filling  up  with  coin  or  clippings. 

Skimmings  These  must  be  received  in  sheet  iron  boxes,  like  ingot  boxes  and  each 
days  skimmings  by  its  self  put  away  in  the  cupboard;  they  may  be  mingled  afterward 
so  as  to  nearly  fill  each  box;  and  when  a  box  becomes  full  it  shall  have  a  brass  number 
thrust  into  it  of  the  shape  A=  a  hole  for  hanging  up.  They  shall  be  hung  on  the  same 
nail*(*in  the  cupboard),  a  regular  series  from  1  to  20  or  so.  And  the  Monday  which 
comes  nearest  to  the  29'^  of  each  month,  these  skimmings  shall  be  worked  up.  Thus 
[pound?]  and  pick  over  above— grind  and  sift  below,  and  lay  by  all  the  pickings  and 
sittings  to  be  added  to  the  ingot  pot;  but  the  fine  refuse  must  be  fluxed  down,  after 
washing  (?)  [Riddell's  question  mark]  with  nitre  and  potash. 

Adopt  much  arrangement  at  the  opening  or  origin  of  the  pot,  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  the  silver  dripping  into  the  fire.  From  time  to  time  return  the  drippings 
which  accumulate  in  the  ingot  basin,  to  the  pot. 


Dollar  ingots 

Halves 

Quarters 


Always  know  the  number  of  molds  of  each  kind  made  use  of,  and  register  every 
[?]  by  the  above  contrivance  precisely  similar  to  the  billiard  tally.  This  may  be  in  a 
black  housing,  with  room  to  the  right  and  left  for  figures  or  recording  the  date  and 
number  of  ingots. 


Receiving  the  Ingots  from  the  Molds 

Have  rectangular  sheet  iron  pans  made  of  the  size  of  the  cars,  with  handles  at  each 
end.  And  so  constructed  that  they  will  sit  firmly  in  each  other,  by  means  of  a  rim  in  the 
edge.  Say  there  be  6  each.  As  one  becomes  full  of  ingots,  set  on  another  and  so  on 
until  the  melt  is  out,  when  they  may  be  moved,  [?]  taken  to  the  vault.  The  number  of 
ingots  in  each  round  will  be  either  24,  48,  or  72.  Each  rectangular  pan  will  contain  3 
or  4  [?].  Hence  I  can  have  a  parcel  of  numbers  in  brass  plates.  Thus  |o(96)|  which  will 
represent  the  number  of  ingots  therein.  I  will  want  some  of  96,  144,  72. 
Take  an  ingot  from  the  first,  middle  and  last  pans  for  assay.  Send  them  to  the 
assayer's  office  as  soon  as  the  melt  is  accomplished,  replacing  them  by  brass  plates 

indicating  that  assay  ingots  have  been  taken  out.  When  the 


o1 


02 


oO 


assay  ingots,  numbered  1,  2,  3  are  returned,  the  brass  numbers  are  hung  up. 
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Grains  from  ingots,  after  the  melt  is  out,  must  be  carefully  collected  from  the  basin, 
floor,  platform,  mold,  table,  etc. and  if  not  to  impure,  put  into  the  hot  ingot  pot  to  king 
down.  If  quite  impure,  they  must  be  placed  in  with  the  skimmings,  or  even  poorer  grains. 

The  melt  out,  the  room  must  be  swept  into  the  furnace  used  for  melting  silver  deposit. 
All  the  empty  clipping  boxes  must  be  placed  in  a  pile  by  themselves,  and  so  of  the  ingot 
boxes,  and  other  sorts  of  boxes.  At  this  time  coal  boxes  must  be  replenished  with  coal, 
and  shavings  provided  for  the  easy  kindling  of  the  fire  in  the  morning. 

Dress  or  clothing  and  shoes,  Every  workman  will  be  required  to  wear  in  the  melting 
room  a  pair  of  shoes  which  is  to  remain  there,  the  workman  changing  when  he  arises 
in  the  morning  and  as  he  goes  at  night.  Every  workman  will  be  expected  to  present 
a  decent  and  cleanly,  mechanic-like  exterior,  on  arriving  at  the  mint  in  the  morning 
and  on  leaving  at  night.  For  this  purpose  a  wardrobe  will  be  provided  to  contain  the 
change  of  clothing,  in  the  dressing  room.  A  change  of  coat,  vest,  and  pantaloons  will 
be  expected.  After  filing  ingots,  handling  grains  or,  when  the  workman  wishes  to  wash 
his  hands  he  will  be  required  to  give  them  the  first  washing,  with  very  little  soap  in  the 
copper  vessel  appropriated  for  quenching  silver  bars,  or  if  gold  has  been  handled, 
the  first  washing  must  be  done  where  the  gold  bars  are  quenched. 

Filing  ingots.  On  no  occasion  must  ingots  be  filed  so  that  the  filings  will  in  the  least 
fall  in  water  or  in  the  floor,  or  indeed  out  of  the  vessel  or  pan  intended  to  catch  the 
filings.  The  rectangular  sheet  iron  ingot  pans,  will  do  well  for  receiving  the  filings.  Each 
ingot  must  be  well  brushed  after  filing. 

Topping  ingots.  When  all  filed,  and  still  in  the  sheet  iron  pans  in  a  car,  they  are  taken 
to  the  topping  machine,  where  they  are  topped—  always  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  foreman.  The  toppings  and  filings  are  collected  and  removed  to  the 
armoire,  for  being  melted  into  ingots,  or  carried  to  the  vault. 

The  ingots  are  then  taken  to  the  office.  Upon  reflection  I  think  each  rectangular  pan 
of  ingots  must  be  lettered,  by  iron  plates  I  o  A~|   |  o  B  I   I  o  C  I  etc.  Thus  if  the  first 


or  last  portion  of  the  melt  should  be  rejected,  it  would  be  easy  to  identify  the  same. 

Ashes,  dust,  etc..  shall  be  looked  over  in  the  melting  room,  for  silver,  before  being 
burned  over.  Then  burned  over,  pounded  somewhat  and  looked  over  again,  then  put  into 
the  test  room,  to  be  ground  and  worked  up  as  grains.  This  work  shall  be  done  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  the  next  Monday  shall  be  devoted  to  working  it  up  in  the  test  room. 

Near  the  29""  of  each  month,  all  worthless  pots  and  crucibles,  not  previously 
wrought  shall  be  hunted  up  and  pounded  and  ground. 

Unless  when  parting,  my  account  must  be  out  the  last  of  each  month,  —  and  a  strict 
account  must  be  kept  with  the  separating  room  when  parting  is  going  on." 
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Riddell  made  many  improvements  to  the  operations  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  but 
ultimately  his  eccentricities  and  his  keen  knack  for  angering  people  led  to  his  being 
relieved  from  duty.  At  one  point  Riddell  ordered  oil  cloth  for  his  office  on  which  he 
painted  his  coat  of  arms.  By  1848  constant  complaints  were  made  by  the  treasurer 
and  the  coiner  of  their  inability  to  obtain  ingots  from  Riddell  due  to  his  frequent 
absences.  In  December  of  1 848  Riddell  was  informed  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Robert  J.  Walker  that  his  services  were  no  longer  required  as  melter  and  refiner  of  the 
Branch  of  the  United  States  Mint  at  New  Orleans.  Riddell  demanded  an  explanation 
of  the  grounds  for  termination  but  he  did  not  receive  one. 
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An  early  image  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  this  1838  etching  was  included  in 
"Gibson's  Guide  and  Directory  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Cities  of 
New  Orleans  and  Lafayette"  (1838).  Courtesy  Louisiana  State  Museum. 

Despite  Riddell's  often  quarrelsome  attitude,  he  led  a  surprisingly  social  life.  In 
1 860  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  New  Orleans  by  President  James  Buchanan. 
The  next  year  Riddell  continued  to  function  as  the  City's  postmaster  under  the 
Confederate  government.  During  this  period  he  received  one  of  the  four  Confederate 
half  dollars  coined  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint—  as  did  Dr.  Edward  Ames,  B.F.  Taylor, 
and  Jefferson  Davis.  After  the  capture  of  the  city  by  Farragut's  fleet  in  April  of  1 862, 
Riddell  amazingly  continued  as  postmaster  until  February  1863. 

Later  in  1 863  Riddell  petitioned  President  Lincoln  for  permission  to  hold  a  general 
election  for  Louisiana  state  government.  Lincoln  denied  the  request  but  Riddell  and 
members  of  the  Congressional  Delegation  nevertheless  made  plans  to  hold  the 
election.  Riddell  received  the  majority  of  votes  for  governor.  The  Washington  press 
considered  the  election  a  farce  and  he  was  jokingly  referred  to  as  "Governor  Riddell" 
by  the  Union  press  in  New  Orleans.  The  effect  of  his  political  situation  took  an 
immediate  toll  on  his  mental  and  physical  health.  After  giving  a  speech  that  received 
an  extremely  unfavorable  response,  Riddell  began  writing  an  explanation  of  his  views 
on  Louisiana  government  and  the  War.  Before  he  could  finish  composing  the  letter 
he  died  of  a  stroke  on  October  1865. 


LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  2005.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00AM  on  Friday  January  14,  2005  in  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Broward  County  Convention  Center  in  Ft.  Lauderdale.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will 
be  given  in  the  convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this 
opportunity  to  gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

The  Editor 
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Liberty  Seated  Dime 


The  definitive  resource  for 


variety  collectors 

by  Gerry  Fortin 


The  third  Liberty  Seated  Dime  reference  book  that  focuses  primarily  on 
die  varieties  is  now  available  in  eBook  format  at: 


•  Detailed  obverse  and  reverse  die  variety  analysis  for  each  date  and 
mintmark  in  the  Liberty  Seated  Dime  series 

•  Listing  of  over  1 200  individual  business  strike  and  proof  varieties  with  full 
obverse  and  reverse  photographs,  detailed  macro  images  and  commen- 
tary on  significant  diagnostic  points  for  identifying  varieties 

•  Over  7000  photographs  to  simplify  variety  attributions 

•  Cross  referencing  to  the  Ahwash  and  Greer  listings 

•  Initial  rarity  estimates  in  grades  from  Very  Fine  to  Mint  State  for  each 
variety 

•  Suggested  pricing  premiums  for  major  varieties  vs.  Coin  World's  Coin 
Values 

•  Revised  Greer  rarity  estimates  for  each  date  by  grade 

•  Indexes  for  misplaced  dates,  repunched  dates,  doubled  dies,  rotated 
dies  and  proof  dies 

•  Definition  of  the  Major  100  Seated  Dime  Varieties 

•  3  Year  Web-Book  membership  plus  full  website  content  CDROM  is 
only  $130 

•  1  Year  trial  membership  value  priced  at  only  $55 


WWW.SeatedDimeVarieties.com 


Content  and  Features 


Gerry  Fortin  •  LSCC#1054 


Box  228  •  Raymond,  Maine  04071 
Telephone:  207-998-2500 
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One  of  the  Greatest  Collections  Ever  Assembled 


Richmond 

COLLECTION 
Part  III 


Seated  &  Barber  Coinage 

March  7,  2005 
Baltimore,  Maryland 


The  final  installment  of  the  Richmond  Collection  contains  the  impossibly 
complete  sets  of  Seated  and  Barber  coinage.  From  half  dimes  through  Half 
Dollars,  nearly  every  date  and  mintmark  is  represented  in  both  business  strike 
and  proof.  Highlights  include:  the  finest  of  1 1  known  examples  of  the  1894- 
S  Barber  dime;  1876-CC  Twenty  Cent  piece;  1842  Small  Date 
Quarter  in  Proof;  unique  branch-mint  proof  strikes  of  the 
1855-S  Seated  Quarter  and  Half  Dollars.  Call  or  visit  our 
/eb  site  to  obtain  your  catalog  of  this  legendary  sale. 


DLRC  Auctions  is  seeking  great 
collections  for  upcoming  sales. 
Please  contact  Win  Callender  or 
John  Feigenbaum. 


DLRC  Auctions 


DLRC  lnte(iritY...Scrviin  collectors  since  1979 


Visit  us  on  the  web.  We  update  our  site  dailyi 

www.davidlawrence.com 


Toll  Free  800.776.0560 

Local  757.491.1060 
Fax  757  491.10M 

P.O.  Box  9174 

Virginia  Beacti,  VA  23450 
Email:  info@>davldlawrence.coin 


Jolv  Feigenbaum.  PNG  Board  Membef 
Win  CallwKlfr.  PNG  Associate  Memtw 

AN*  LIFE  MCMBIRS: 

John  Feigenbaum.  Win  Callender 

MCMeER/AUIHORIZED  DEALER: 
ICIA.  PCGS,  NCC,  ANACS.  FUN,  VNA, 
CSKS 
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A  Rarity  Analysis  for  the  1876-CC  DDR  Trade  Dollar 

by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

The  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Trade  Dollar  is  a  spectacular  die  variety  that 
is  considered  to  be  a  prized  rarity  by  many  collectors  of  the  Trade  Dollar  series. 
Dramatic  die  doubling  can  be  observed  on  examples  of  this  variety  in  the  wingtip,  in 
the  branch  below  the  wingtip,  in  the  feathers  of  the  wing,  in  the  motto  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  and  even  in  the  GR  in  GRAINS.  In  his  Cherrypicker's  Guide,  Bill  Fivaz  notes 
that  examples  of  this  variety  might  be  the  most  dramatically  doubled  coins  in  any 
series.  Over  the  last  few  years  the  attributes  of  this  doubled  die  variety  have  become 
better  known  within  the  collecting  community  and  most  of  the  third  party  grading 
services  recognize  and  identify  it  on  their  holders.  The  picture  below  clearly  illustrates 
the  doubling  on  the  wingtip  and  branch.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  reassess  the 
relative  rarity  of  this  variety  within  the  Trade  Dollar  series  and  to  make  an  assessment 
of  the  condition  census  for  the  variety. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  analysis,  I  have  used  the  Population  Reports  for  ANACS, 
NGC  and  PCGS.  In  addition,  I  have  used  data  from  a  Trade  Dollar  database  that  I  have 
created  using  auction  appearances  from  the  major  auction  houses  over  the  past  ten 
years.  In  all  cases,  I  have  tried  to  present  consistent  data  for  coins  that  have  been 
certified.  But  using  data  from  these  sources  has  its  limitations  and  pitfalls. 


1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Trade  Dollar 
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The  population  reports  from  third  party  grading  services  may  be  inaccurate  because 
the  same  coin  is  sometimes  resubmitted  several  times  with  the  expectation  that  it  may 
be  assigned  a  higher  grade.  In  addition,  an  auction  frequency  analysis  has  its 
limitations  because  the  same  coin  will  often  appear  in  several  auctions.  In  both  cases, 
I  believe  that  rare  coins  and  varieties  tend  to  be  listed  more  frequently  than  they  will 
occur  in  a  normal  population  due  to  their  intrinsic  value.  In  essence,  rare  coins  and 
varieties  are  probably  even  rarer  than  the  statistics  presented  in  the  analysis  would 
seem  to  indicate. 


Population  Statistics  -  All  Grades  -  January  2004 


ANACS 

NGC 

PCGS 

DATABASE 

All  Trade  Dollars 

5269 

3439 

5146 

1141 

1876-CC  Trade  Dollars 

162 

83 

96 

63 

1876-CC  DDR  Trade  Dollars 

46 

11 

10 

17 

1876-CC  Coins  Among  all  Trade  Dollars 

3.07% 

2.41% 

1 .87% 

5.52% 

DDR  Coins  Among  all  Trade  Dollars 

0.87% 

0.32% 

0.19% 

1 .49% 

DDR  Coins  Among  1876-CC  Coins 

28.40% 

13.25% 

10.42% 

26.98% 

The  table  shows  that  the  1 876-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  one  of  the  rarest  dates  within  the 
Trade  Dollar  series.  Coins  of  this  date  appear  at  a  rate  of  2  to  3  percent  among  certified 
Trade  Dollars.  The  auction  data  indicates  a  frequency  for  this  date  at  roughly  twice  that 
shown  by  the  grading  services.  This  is  likely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  rare  dates  appear 
at  auction  more  frequently  than  their  overall  rarity  would  indicate.  The  data  from  the 
grading  services  also  indicates  that  the  DDR  variety  appears  1 0  to  30  percent  of  thetime 
among  1876-CC  coins.  The  percentage  for  ANACS  data  is  likely  biased  too  high 
because  ANACS  was  one  of  the  first  grading  services  to  recognize  varieties  of  this  type. 
Data  from  the  database  indicates  a  percentage  comparable  to  the  figure  given  for 
ANACS  and  more  than  double  the  percentage  for  the  other  two  grading  services. 

The  data  presented  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1 876-CC  DDR  variety  is  just  not 
that  rare  among  1876-CC  coins.  My  own  observations  would  tend  to  support  this 
conclusion.  Although  historically  considered  to  be  quite  rare,  obtaining  an  example  of 
the  DDR  variety  is  just  not  that  difficult.  I  have  seen  many  listed  on  eBay  and  know  of 
several  that  are  currently  available  in  dealer  inventories.  I  would  estimate  that  roughly 
1 5%  of  all  1 876-CC  Trade  Dollars  are  examples  of  the  DDR  variety  and  that  roughly  25% 
of  all  1876-CC  coins  that  appear  at  auction  will  be  examples  of  the  DDR  variety. 

Population  Statistics  -  IMint  State  -  January  2004 


ANACS 

NGC 

PCGS 

DATABASE 

All  Trade  Dollars 

897 

2581 

3081 

929 

1876-CC  Trade  Dollars 

15 

45 

28 

45 

1876-CC  DDR  Trade  Dollars 

6 

3 

4 

6 

1876-CC  Coins  Among  All  Trade  Dollars 

1 .67% 

1 .74% 

0.91% 

4.84% 

DDR  Coins  Among  All  Trade  Dollars 

0.67% 

0.12% 

0.13% 

0.65% 

DDR  Coins  Among  1876-CC  Coins 

40.00% 

6.67% 

14.29% 

13.33% 
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The  table  shows  that  the  1 876-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  even  more  difficult  to  obtain  in 
mint  state  with  only  1  to  2  percent  of  all  certified  coins  being  examples  of  this  date. 
The  auction  data  shows  that  this  date  appears  at  more  than  twice  this  rate  among 
uncirculated  coins  in  the  series.  The  number  of  mint  state  DDR  coins  is  quite  small 
with  only  3  to  6  coins  being  certified  by  each  of  the  three  grading  services.  However, 
the  DDR  variety  was  found  not  to  be  all  that  rare  among  coins  of  its  date  with  about 
14%  of  mint  state  1 876-CC  coins  being  examples  of  the  DDR  variety. 

Availability  of  Die  Varieties  -  January  2004 


ANACS 

NGC 

PCGS 

DATABASE 

All  Trade  Dollars 

5269 

3439 

5146 

1141 

1 876-CC  DDR  Coins  -  All  Grades 

46 

11 

10 

17 

1 875-S/CC  Coins  -  All  Grades 

34 

40 

49 

26 

1 876-CC  DDR  Coins  -  Mint  State 

6 

3 

4 

6 

1 875-S/CC  Coins  -  Mint  State 

4 

25 

19 

22 

As  another  point  of  reference,  the  rarity  of  the  1 876-CC  DDR  Trade  Dollar  is 
considered  relative  to  the  rarity  of  the  1 875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar,  another  well  known 
variety  in  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  The  table  shows  that  at  the  grading  services, 
examples  of  the  1 875-S/CC  variety  are  certified  at  a  rate  about  twice  that  of  the  DDR 
variety  with  a  similar  rate  indicated  for  coins  in  my  database.  The  DDR  variety  is  even 
rarer  in  mint  state  when  compared  to  the  1 875-S/CC  variety.  The  table  shows  that  the 
1 875-S/CC  variety  is  certified  at  a  rate  nearly  four  times  that  of  the  DDR  variety  with 
a  similar  rate  for  coins  in  my  database.  The  only  anomaly  in  the  data  would  be  that 
the  DDR  variety  shows  a  higher  availability  in  the  ANACS  population  than  the  1 875- 
S/CC  variety.  I  cannot  completely  explain  this  but  it  is  likely  due  to  the  fact  that  ANACS 
was  one  of  the  first  grading  services  to  recognize  varieties  of  this  type. 

There  has  been  a  recent  increase  in  the  availability  of  high  grade  examples  of  the 
DDR  variety.  Two  MS-63  coins  and  two  MS-62  coins  have  been  available  in  auctions 
or  sales  during  the  past  year.  This  was  quite  a  surprise  since  I  know  several  collectors 
who  have  been  looking  for  a  mint  state  example  of  the  DDR  variety  for  several  years. 
The  present  Condition  Census  of  the  DDR  variety  would  be  3  coins  in  MS-63, 2  in  MS- 
62,  2  to  5  in  MS-61 , 0  in  MS-60  and  several  more  in  AU-58.  At  AU-55  and  below,  many 
more  examples  are  available. 

I  believe  that  this  analysis  demonstrates  that  the  1 876-CC  DDR  Trade  Dollar  is 
quite  scarce,  even  when  compared  to  the  well  known  1 875-S/CC  variety  within  its 
series.  While  XF  to  AU  coins  are  frequently  available,  it  could  be  a  very  difficult  task 
to  obtain  an  example  with  a  certified  grade  of  MS-60  or  higher. 

I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members  who  may  have 
additional  comments  or  thoughts  on  this  subject.  I  can  be  reached  through  the 
editor  or  by  the  postal  service  as  follows:  Joe  Kirchgessner,  76  High  Pine  Circle, 
Concord,  MA  01742. 
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Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0  Good 


-S 
-S 


1838 

1839-0 

1840 

1841 

1842 

1842-0 

1843 

1844-  0 
1848 

1848-  0 

1850-  O 

1851-  0 

1852-  0 

1855-  0 

1856-  0 
1859 
1863 
1866- 
1867- 
1868 
1873 
1873-S 

DIMES 

1837 

1837 

1838-0 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 

1842-  0 
1843 

1843-  0 

1845-  0 
1845-0 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1849 

1849-  0 
1850 
1852-0 
1853 


  $80 

Small  Stars,  F-15+    27 

Small  o.AbtVF    28 

No  Drapery,  Fine   21 

Fine   14 

Ch  VF,  reverse  cracks   30 

G-VG   34 

XF,  nice    50 

Sm  0,  upset  rev,  Good   85 

Med  Date,  Ch  VF-30   40 

VF-25    70 

Sm  0,  Good,  rare   44 

AbtVF   33 

ANACSVF-20    139 

Fine   27 

VF-30    60 

F-15    27 

Good,  nice  original   195 

VG   27 

Good    25 

VG,  original    70 

Abt  XF   25 

Good    14 


Small  Date,  VG  .. 
Large  Date,  VG  .. 
No  Stars,  PCI  G-6 
F-VF,  GR-102.... 
Fine,  cracked  obv 
WD,  Ch  VG-10  ... 
Med  0,  VF-35 . . . . 

VF  

ANACS  VF-30  ... 

Ch  XF  

F-VF   

Fine  

VG  

VG  

VF  

VF,  original  

Fine  

VF  

Sm  0,  Fine  

Ch  VF-30   

F-VF  

NA,  Good  


$37 
32 
45 

100 
40 
60 
58 
65 
80 
48 

195 
60 
32 

200 
68 
45 
16 
30 
45 
38 
48 
80 


DIMES 

1853 

1853-  0 

1854-  0 
1855 

1856-  0 
1857 

1857-  0 
1858 

1858-  0 
1859 

1859-  S 
1859-0 

1859-  0 
1860 

1860-  S 
1861 

1861-  S 
1862 

1862-  S 

1863-  S 

1864-  S 

1865-  S 

1867-  S 
1868 

1868-  S 
1869 
1869 

1869-  S 
1870 

1870-  S 

1871-  S 
1873 

1874-  S 

1875-  S 

1876-  S 
1876-CC 
1877 
1878-CC 
1882 
1884 
1886-S 

1886-  S 

1887-  S 

1888-  S 

1889-  S 

1890-  S 

1891-  S 


WA.Ch  VF-35  . 

VF  

VF-35  

VG-F  

VF  

Fine  

Lg  0,  Ch  VF-30 

VF  

Abt  VF  

VG  

Good,  scarce . . 

Lg  0,  VF  

ANACS  VF-30  . 

F-15   

VG  

VF  

VG  

VF  

VG-7  

Fine  

Fine  

Fine  

VG-10-^   

Fine  

VG  

Fine  

ANACS  VF-30  . 

Fine  

Ch  VF-30   


  $34 

  40 

  50 

  14 

  30 

  17 

  48 

  33 

  45 

  14 

  125 

  45 

  50 

  27 

  37 

  20 

  78 

  24 

  50 

  58 

  50 

  60 

  62 

  21 

  26 

  30 

  80 

  33 

  48 

Nearly  G-4,  nice   240 


Fine, 
NA,  Open  3,  VF 
Micro  s,  Ch  VG . 
S  in  Wreath,  VF 

VF  

VF  

VF  

VG-10-1-   

VF  

VF-30  

VG,  scarce  . . . . 
PCGS  VF-30 . . . 

Fine  

VF-35  

F-15   

VF  

Ch  Fine  


70 
60 
69 
38 
18 
19 
16 
100 
18 
22 
65 
125 
12 
32 
27 
48 
21 


Terms:  5  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Checks  must  clear,  money  orders  preferred. 
Please  add  $4  for  postage  and  insurance  on  orders  under  $100;  add  $6  on  orders  over  $100. 

Robert  Risi  •  LSCC#1789 

P.O.  Box  154  •  Lindenhurst,  New  York  11757 
Telephone:  (631)  226-3107  •  E-mail:  RjRisi@vahoo.com 
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Changing  Perceptions  of  Rarity  for  Seated  Coinage 

by 

Darrell  Low 

While  cleaning  out  a  storage  space  for  old  books  and  other  materials,  I  came 
across  a  numismatic  periodical  from  the  early  1970s  listing  the  value  of  Seated 
coinage  for  that  era.  I  soon  began  to  wonder  how  the  perception  of  rarity  had  changed 
for  business  strike  coins  over  the  past  40  years.  To  study  this  question  I  ranked  the 
dates  of  each  Seated  denomination  by  value  for  three  equally  spaced  eras  using  the 
evaluations  in  "A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins"  by  R.S.  Yeoman  for  the  years 
1959, 1981  and  2002. 1  was  also  interested  in  rarity  perceptions  by  grade.  I  therefore 
ranked  the  top  1 5  dates  by  value  in  both  circulated  and  Uncirculated  condition  for  all 
denominations  from  half  dimes  to  dollars,  but  I  only  ranked  the  top  8  dates  for  the 
shorter  Trade  Dollar  series.  The  ranking  for  Uncirculated  coinage  was  sometimes 
difficult  because  some  of  the  better  dates  were  not  always  priced  in  this  grade.  In 
these  cases  I  had  to  use  relative  values  in  Extremely  Fine  condition  to  obtain  an 
appropriate  ranking.  While  this  may  not  be  a  perfect  way  to  obtain  the  ranking  in 
Uncirculated  condition,  I  was  more  interested  in  finding  a  trend  in  the  price  structure 
over  the  three  eras  rather  than  finding  out  whether  a  specific  date  placed  5'^  or  6'^  I 
also  tried  to  be  as  objective  as  possible  and  not  use  my  opinion  to  influence  how  the 
dates  were  ranked  in  the  series. 

For  each  denomination  and  condition,  the  dates  are  ranked  by  value  for  that  era. 
Coins  with  the  same  value  were  given  the  same  rank. 


Half  Dimes 

Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Fine  Condition 

Year        1959                         1981  2002 

1853-0  NA  (1)              1864  (1)  1867  (1) 

1846  (2)                       1867  (2)  1864  (2) 

1838-0  (3)                   1853-0  NA  (3)  1846  (3) 

1849-0  (4)                   1846  (4)  1865  (4) 

1837  (5)                      1865  (5)  1866  (4) 

1864-  S  (6)                   1866  (5)  1853-0  NA  (6) 
1853  NA  (7)                 1838-0  (7)  1863  (7) 
1871-S  (7)                   1863  (8)  1838-0  (8) 
1863-S  (9)                   1837  (9)  1844-0  (9) 
1844-0  (10)                 1849-0  (10)  1868  (10) 
1863  (10)                    1844-0  (11)  1840-OWD  (11) 
1840-OND  (12)            1840-OWD  (12)  1849-0  (12) 
1852-0  (12)                 1852-0  (13)  1864-S  (13) 

1865-  S  (12)  1864-S  (13)  1852-0  (14) 
1840-OWD  (15)            1868  (15)  1842-0  (15) 

Trends  for  Fine  Half  Dimes:  The  1865,  1866  and  1867  dates  were  not  listed  in 
the  top  1 5  in  1 959  and  the  1 864  date  was  not  even  listed  as  a  business  strike  during 
this  era.  By  1 981  all  five  of  the  Philadelphia  dates  from  1 863  to  1 867  were  among  the 
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top  15  most  highly  priced  dates  in  the  series.  With  the  emergence  of  the  scarce 
Philadelphia  coins,  the  1837,  1853  NA,  1863-S  and  1871-S  dates  dropped  down  in 
the  ranking  and  all  four  were  missing  from  the  2002  listing.  The  1 838-0, 1 849-0  and 
1 853-0  NA  dates  also  continued  to  drop  down  in  the  ranking  through  the  three  eras 
but  they  all  remained  in  the  top  15. 


Half  Dimes 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1853-0  NA  (1) 

1853-0  NA  (1) 

1846  (1) 

1849-0  (2) 

1838-0  (2) 

1853-0  NA  (2) 

1838-0  (3) 

1864  (3) 

1844-0  (3) 

1 846  (3) 

1846  (4) 

1840-O  WD  (4) 

1864-S  (5) 

1844-0  (5) 

1838-0  (5) 

1837  (6) 

1849-0  (5) 

1849-0  (6) 

1842-0  (6) 

1840-O  WD  (7) 

1842-0  (7) 

1844-0  (6) 

1837  (8) 

1852-0  (8) 

1852-0  (6) 

1864-S  (8) 

1864  (9) 

1871-S  (10) 

1852-0  (10) 

1865  (10) 

1840-O  WD  (11) 

1842-0  (11) 

1865-S  (10) 

1840-O  ND  (12) 

1865-S  (12) 

1866  (10) 

1865-S  (12) 

1866-S  (13) 

1867  (10) 

1848-0  (14) 

1863  (14) 

1863-S  (14) 

1863-S  (14) 

1867  (14) 

1863  (15) 

1867-S  (14) 

1866-S  (15) 

Dimes 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Fine  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1873-CC  WA  (1) 

1874-CC  (1) 

1874-CC  (1) 

1871-00  (2) 

1871 -CO  (2) 

1873-CC  WA  (2) 

1874-CC  (3) 

1860-O  (3) 

1871 -CO  (3) 

1872-CC  (4) 

1873-CC  WA  (4) 

1872-CC  (4) 

1860-O  (5) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1860-O  (5) 

1885-S  (6) 

1867  (6) 

1885-S  (5) 

1856-S  (7) 

1866  (7) 

1867  (7) 

1870-S  (7) 

1865  (8) 

1866  (8) 

1838-0  (9) 

1885-S  (9) 

1863  (9) 

1837  (10) 

1863  (10) 

1865  (10) 

1844  (10) 

1864  (11) 

1844  (11) 

1858-S  (12) 

1838-0  (12) 

1864  (11) 

1859-S  (13) 

1870-S  (12) 

1870-S  (13) 

1861-S  (13) 

1846  (14) 

1879  (13) 

1874-S  (15) 

1843-0  (15) 

1856-S  (15) 

1844  (15) 

1856-S  (15) 
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Trends  for  Uncirculated  Half  Dimes:  None  of  the  1863  to  1867  Philadelphia 
dates  were  in  the  top  1 5  in  1 959.  Three  of  these  dates  had  moved  into  the  top  1 5  by 
1 981  and  all  five  were  on  the  list  by  2002.  The  1 837, 1 840-O  ND,  1 848-0, 1 864-S  and 
1 871  -S  dates  had  moved  down  the  list  by  1 981  and  they  had  all  dropped  off  the  listing 
by  2002.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  some  of  the  key  New  Orleans  issues  moved  up 
the  list  in  2002  with  noticeable  gains  forthe  1 840-O  WD  and  1 844-0  dates.  The  advent 
of  third  party  grading  made  it  clear  that  early  New  Orleans  coins  were  more  difficult 
to  obtain  in  Uncirculated  grades  than  previously  recognized. 

Trends  for  Fine  Dimes:  Although  ranked  differently,  the  four  key  Carson  City 
dates  and  the  1 860-O  date  were  in  the  top  five  spots  for  all  three  eras.  The  1 874-CC 
date  moved  to  the  top  spot  in  1981  and  remains  there  today.  None  of  the  scarce 
Philadelphia  dates  from  1 863  to  1 867  appeared  in  the  top  1 5  in  1 959  but  all  five  dates 
were  on  the  list  by  1 981 .  The  emergence  of  the  scarce  Philadelphia  coins  moved  the 
San  Francisco  dates  down  the  list. 


Dimes 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1873-CC  WA(1) 

1 874-CC  (1) 

1 874-CC  (1) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1873-CC  WA  (2) 

1 874-CC  (3) 

1 860-O  (3) 

1871-CC  (3) 

1860-O  (4) 

1873-CC  WA  (4) 

1872-CC  (4) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1838-0  (5) 

1860-O  (5) 

1885-S  (6) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1885-S  (6) 

1856-S  (7) 

1843-0  (7) 

1859-S  (7) 

1870-S  (7) 

1845-0  (7) 

1856-S  (8) 

1838-0  (9) 

1846  (9) 

1846  (9) 

1858-S  (10) 

1870-S  (10) 

1838-0  (10) 

1844  (11) 

1859-S  (11) 

1858-S  (11) 

1859-S  (12) 

1856-S  (12) 

1843-0  (12) 

1861-S  (13) 

1858-S  (12) 

1845-0  (13) 

1863-S  (13) 

1837  (14) 

1844  (14) 

1874-S  (15) 

1840  WD  (15) 

1865-S  (14) 

Trends  for  Uncirculated  Dimes:  The  four  key  Carson  City  dates  and  the  1 860-O 
date  remain  in  the  top  five  positions  with  the  1 874-CC  date  again  rising  to  the  top  by 
1 981 .  The  1 959  listing  contains  eight  San  Francisco  dates  but  four  of  them  drop  from 
the  list  by  1 981 .  The  1 843-0, 1 845-0  and  1 846  dates  emerge  as  recognized  rarities 
in  Uncirculated  condition  by  1981. 
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Quarters 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Fine  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1873-CC  WA  (1) 

1870-CC  (1) 

1870-CC  (1) 

1872-CC  (2) 

1873-CC  WA  (2) 

1873-CC  WA  (2) 

1878-S  (3) 

1871-CC  (3) 

1871-CC  (3) 

1870-CC  (4) 

1849-0  (4) 

1872-CC  (4) 

1871-CC  (5) 

1852-0  (5) 

1872-S  (4) 

1891-0  (6) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1849-0  (6) 

1849-0  (7) 

1864-S  (7) 

1864-S  (7) 

1853  NA  (8) 

1851-0  (8) 

1866  (8) 

1855-0  (9) 

1871-S  (8) 

1871-S  (9) 

1 855-S  (9) 

1872-S  (8) 

1886  (9) 

1858-S  (11) 

1853  NA  (11) 

1860-S  (11) 

1856-S  (12) 

1869  (11) 

1869  (11) 

1857-S  (12) 

1860-S  (13) 

1866-S  (13) 

1859-S  (12) 

1891-0  (13) 

1852-0  (14) 

1872-S  (15) 

1866  (15) 

1853  NA  (14) 

Trends  for  Fine  Quarters:  The  1 878-S  date  was  ranked  3'''  in  1 959  but  dropped 
out  of  the  top  1 5  by  1 981 .  The  1 853  NA  and  1 891  -0  dates  have  dropped  noticeably 
from  their  top  ten  positions  in  1959.  The  first  five  San  Francisco  dates  dropped  out 
of  the  top  1 5  by  1 981 .  The  1 860-S,  1 864-S,  1 871  -S  and  1 872-S  dates  have  received 
more  recognition  in  recent  years.  The  rare  1 866, 1 869  and  1 886  Philadelphia  issues 
have  also  gained  more  respect  as  rarities  in  recent  years. 


Quarters 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranlted  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1873-CC  WA  (1) 

1873-CC  WA  (1) 

1870-CC  (1) 

1872-CC  (2) 

1870-CC  (2) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1870-CC  (3) 

1849-0  (3) 

1873-CC  WA  (3) 

1871-CC  (4) 

1871-CC  (4) 

1872-CC  (4) 

1878-S  (5) 

1852-0  (5) 

1849-0  (5) 

1891-0  (6) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1860-S  (5) 

1 855-S  (7) 

1864-S  (7) 

1872-S  (7) 

1849-0  (8) 

1891-0  (8) 

1864-S  (8) 

1 855-0  (9) 

1865-S  (9) 

1852-0  (9) 

1853  NA  (10) 

1872-S  (9) 

1861-S  (10) 

1859-S  (11) 

1840-O  ND  (11) 

1867-S  (11) 

1857-S  (12) 

1839  (12) 

1851-0  (12) 

1858-S  (13) 

1838  (13) 

1866  (13) 

1856-S  (14) 

1857-S  (13) 

1853  NA  (14) 

1860-S  (14) 

1860-S  (13) 

1855-0  (15) 

1871-S  (13) 

1871-S  (15) 
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Trends  for  Uncirculated  Quarters:  The  trends  for  Uncirculated  quarters  were 
similar  to  those  for  Fine  quarters.  However,  the  changing  perception  of  rarity  among 
San  Francisco  quarters  was  very  striking.  The  1855-S,  1856-S,  1857-S,  1858-S,  1859-S 
and  1 878-S  dates  were  all  ranked  in  the  top  1 5  in  1 959.  These  dates  had  all  dropped 
out  of  the  listing  by  2002  and  were  replaced  by  the  1 861  -S,  1 864-S,  1 867-S,  1 871  -S 
and  1 872-S  dates.  The  1 860-S  date  is  the  only  San  Francisco  issue  that  remained  in 
the  top  1 5  for  all  three  eras. 

Half  Dollars 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Fine  Condition 


1  QKQ 

1QR1 

2002 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-CC  (2) 

1 870-CC  (2) 

1 870-CC  (2) 

1866-S  NM  (3) 

1878-CC  (3) 

1855-S  (3) 

1855-S  (4) 

1855-S  (4) 

1852  (4) 

1 870-CC  (4) 

1 874-CC  (4) 

1 874-CC  (5) 

1871-CC  (6) 

1866-S  NM  (6) 

187o-oU  (b) 

1872-CC  (7) 

1873-CC  NA  (6) 

1851  (7) 

1 874-CC  (7) 

1879  (6) 

1873-CC  NA  (8) 

1873-CCNA  (9) 

1882  (6) 

1850  (9) 

1852  (10) 

1884  (6) 

1871-CC  (9) 

1850  (11) 

1852  (11) 

1884  (11) 

1873-S  (11) 

1880  (11) 

1886  (11) 

1874-S  (11) 

1881  (11) 

1887  (11) 

1857-S  (14) 

1883  (11) 

1873-CC  WA  (14) 

1856-S  (15) 

1885  (11) 

1882  (14) 

1886  (11) 

1887  (11) 

1888  (11) 

1889  (11) 

1890  (11) 

Trends  for  Fine  Half  Dollars:  The  low  mintage  dates  from  1 879  to  1 890  were  not 
ranked  in  the  top  15  in  1959.  By  1981  these  scarce  Philadelphia  mint  issues  were 
more  highly  regarded.  With  the  aid  of  the  third  party  grading  services,  the  1 884, 1 886 
and  1887  dates  had  emerged  as  the  most  difficult  of  these  issues  by  2002.  The 
1866-S  No  Motto  date  went  from  a  3'^  ranking  in  1959  to  a  position  outside  the  top 
15  by  2002.  The  1872-CC,  1856-S,  1857-S,  1873-S  and  1874-S  dates  also  dropped 
out  of  the  top  1 5  with  the  emergence  of  the  scarce  Philadelphia  issues  of  the  1 880s. 
The  1 851  date  moved  into  the  7'^  position  in  2002  after  being  absent  from  the  listing 
during  the  two  earlier  eras. 
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Half  Dollars 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 


1959 

1  www 

1 90  ■ 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-S  (1) 

1878-UC  (2) 

1870-CC  (2) 

1870-CC  (2) 

1855-S  (3) 

1839  ND  (3) 

1855-S  (3) 

1870-CC  (4) 

1853-0  (4) 

1874-CC  (4) 

A  or^i^  O  KlKA  /rr\ 

1866-0  NM  (5) 

1866-S  NM  (5) 

1873-CC  NA  (5) 

1871-CC  (5) 

1 853  WA  (6) 

1871-CC  (6) 

1872-CC  (7) 

1878-CC  (7) 

1 873-CC  WA  (7) 

1874-UU  (8) 

1855-S  (8) 

1839  ND  (8) 

1873-UC  NA  (9) 

1871-CC  (9) 

1866-S  NM  (8) 

A            0  /A  r\\ 

1857-b  (10) 

1873-CC  NA  (10) 

1878-CC  (8) 

1  obb-b  ( 1  1  j 

1o74-UU  (10) 

1856-0  (1 1) 

1852  (12) 

1873-CC  WA  (12) 

1872-CC  (11) 

1873-S  (13) 

1874-S  (13) 

1857-S  (13) 

1874-S  (13) 

1872-CC  (14) 

1853-0  (14) 

1873  WA  (15) 

1873-S  (15) 

1873-S  (15) 

1874  (15) 

Trends  for  Uncirculated  Half  Dollars:  The  scarce  Philadelphia  mint  issues  from 
1 879  to  1 890  do  not  enter  the  top  1 5  in  any  of  the  three  eras.  The  early  Philadelphia 
issues  from  1 850  and  1 851  never  enter  the  rankings.  The  1 839  ND,  1 853  WA  and  1 853-0 
dates  entered  the  rankings  in  1981  due  to  increased  interest  from  type  collectors. 


Seated  Dollars 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Very  Fine  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1851  (1) 

1851  (1) 

1851  (1) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1852  (2) 

1852  (2) 

1873-CC  (2) 

1873-CC  (3) 

1873-CC  (2) 

1852  (4) 

1871-CC  (4) 

1871-CC  (4) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1854  (6) 

1862  (6) 

1854  (6) 

1872-S  (7) 

1872-S  (7) 

1855  (7) 

1850  (8) 

1846-0  (8) 

1850  (8) 

1855  (8) 

1850  (9) 

1861  (8) 

1859-S  (10) 

1855  (9) 

1862  (10) 

1870-CC  (11) 

1859-S  (9) 

1870-CC  (11) 

1853  (12) 

1870-CC  (9) 

1848  (12) 

1850-O  (13) 

1854  (13) 

1850-O  (12) 

1856  (13) 

1844  (14) 

1859-S  (12) 

1857  (15) 

1848  (14) 

1872-S  (15) 

Trends  for  Very  Fine  Seated  Dollars:  The  same  dates  occupy  the  top  five  spots 
for  all  three  eras.  The  1 846-0  date  was  ranked  8'^  in  1 981  but  it  was  not  in  the  listing 
for  the  other  two  eras.  The  1 861  and  1 862  dates  were  ranked  in  the  top  ten  by  2002. 
The  1872-S  date  had  dropped  to  15''  by  2002  from  its  ranking  of  7'*^  during  the 
previous  two  eras. 
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Seated  Dollars 


Top  Fifteen  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 


1959 

1981 

2002 

1871-CC  (1) 

1873-CC  (1) 

1873-CC  (1) 

1873-CC  (1) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1871-CC  (2) 

1851  (3) 

1851  (3) 

1872-CC  (3) 

1852  (4) 

1852  (4) 

1851  (4) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1872-CC  (5) 

1852  (5) 

1872-S  (6) 

1872-S  (6) 

1872-S  (6) 

1870-CC  (7) 

1846-0  (7) 

1859-S  (7) 

1859-S  (8) 

1870-CC  (7) 

1850-O  (8) 

1850  (9) 

1859-S  (9) 

1 870-CC  (8) 

1854  (9) 

1850  (10) 

1854  (10) 

1855  (11) 

1855  (10) 

1855  (11) 

1853  (12) 

1850-O  (12) 

1850  (12) 

1856  (13) 

1854  (13) 

1846-0  (13) 

1857  (14) 

1862  (13) 

1845  (14) 

1840  (15) 

1840  (15) 

1848  (15) 

1846-0  (15) 

1844  (15) 

1856  (15) 

1861  (15) 

1848  (15) 

1862  (15) 

1863  (15) 

1864  (15) 

Trends  for  Uncirculated  Seated  Dollars:  The  same  dates  occupy  the  top  five 
spots  for  all  three  eras.  The  1871-CC  and  1873-CC  dates  moved  to  the  top  for  the 
Uncirculated  grade.  The  1853  and  1857  dates  dropped  out  of  the  listing  after  1959. 
The  1 850-O  date  had  moved  into  the  top  ten  by  2002.  There  was  much  less  movement 
in  the  rankings  across  the  three  eras  compared  to  some  of  the  dramatic  shifts 
observed  for  the  smaller  denominations. 


Trade  Dollars 

Top  Eight  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Fine  Condition 

Year        1959  1981  2002 

1878-CC(1)  1878-CC(1)  1878-CC  (1) 

1877-CC(2)  1875(2)  1875(2) 

1 873-  CC  (3)  1 873-CC  (3)  1 877-CC  (3) 

1 874-  CC  (4)  1 877-CC  (3)  1 873-CC  (4) 

1875-  CC(5)  1 874-CC  (5)  1 874-CC  (5) 

1876-  CC(6)  1875-CC(5)  1873  (6) 

1 873-S  (7)  1 876-CC  (5)  1 873-S  (6) 

1873  (8)  1 873-S  (8)  1874  (6) 

1875  (8)  1875-CC  (6) 

1 876-CC  (6) 

Trends  for  Fine  Trade  Dollars:  The  rankings  are  dominated  by  Carson  City  coins 
that  take  up  six  positions  in  each  of  the  eras.  In  a  dramatic  change,  the  1875  date 
moved  up  from  the  8'^  position  in  1 959  to  the  2"^^  position  for  the  latter  two  eras.  The 
only  San  Francisco  issue  in  the  ranking  is  the  1 873-S  date  that  is  ranked  near  the 
bottom  of  the  listing  for  all  three  eras. 
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Trade  Dollars 

Top  Eight  Dates  Ranked  by  Value  -  Uncirculated  Condition 
Year         1959  1981  2002 

1878-CC(1)  1878-CC(1)  .        1878-CC  (1) 

1877-CC(2)  1875(2)  1873-CC  (2) 

1873-CC(3)  1877-CC(2)  1875(3) 

1 873-  S  (4)  1 873-CC  (4)  1 876-CC  (3) 

1 874-  CC  (5)  1 875-CC  (5)  1 877-CC  (5) 
1 876-CC  (6)  1 873-S  (6)  1 873-S  (6) 

1 875  (7)  1 876-CC  (6)  1 874-CC  (6) 

1 875-  CC  (7)  1 873  (8)  1 875-CC  (8) 

1 874-CC  (8) 

Trends  for  Uncirculated  Trade  Dollars:  These  rankings  are  also  dominated  by 
the  Carson  City  issues.  The  1875  date  has  again  moved  up  the  rankings  from  its  7'^ 
position  in  1 959.  The  1 873-CC  date  moved  up  to  the  2"^  position  in  2002  ahead  of  the 
1 877-CC  date  that  was  ranked  2"^  during  the  two  earlier  periods. 
References: 

[1]  Yeoman,  R.S.,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  12"^  Edition,  Whitman  Publishing  Company, 
Racine,  Wisconsin,  1958. 

[2]  Yeoman,  R.S.,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  34''  Edition,  Western  Publishing  Company, 
Racine,  Wisconsin,  1980. 

[3]  Yeoman,  R.S.,  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  55"^  Edition,  St.  Martin's  Press,  New  York,  New 
York,  2001. 


Results  of  Seated  Dollar  Survey 

In  Issue  #89  of  the  journal  I  described  a  procedure  to  measure  the  quality  of  a 
Seated  dollar  collection  based  upon  the  value  of  the  coins  in  the  set.  The  SCORE  for 
a  collection  was  defined  to  be  the  "Total  of  the  Listed  Prices  from  Coin  Values/1 000". 
The  SCORE  measures  the  quality  and  completeness  of  a  Seated  dollar  set. 

A  set  was  defined  to  consist  of  45  coins,  one  example  for  each  date  in  the  Seated 
dollar  series.  As  a  point  of  reference,  consider  a  set  of  42  coins  without  the  1 851 , 1 852 
and  1 870-S  rarities.  With  39  of  these  coins  grading  AU-50  and  the  three  rare  Carson 
City  coins  grading  about  XF-40,  the  set  would  receive  a  SCORE  of  about  100. 

I  would  like  to  report  that  I  received  a  listing  of  the  dates  and  grades  for  Seated  dollar 
sets  from  nine  club  members.  This  information  was  used  to  calculate  the  SCORE  for 
each  of  these  sets.  I  found  that  the  scores  ranged  from  9.57  to  270.68.  However  the  top 
collection  with  a  score  of  270.68  has  recently  been  sold  and  dispersed.  The  top  score 
for  the  remaining  sets  is  now  190.  While  some  very  fine  collections  were  reported,  I 
believe  that  there  are  still  many  other  nice  collections  that  were  not  reported,  most  likely 
for  reasons  of  security.  However  the  survey  did  provide  some  valuable  information  on 
the  quality  of  the  collections  being  assembled  by  club  members  at  this  time. 

Some  questions  have  been  raised  about  whether  Gobrecht  dollars  should  be 
included  as  part  of  a  Seated  dollar  set.  While  I  agree  that  many  Gobrecht  dollars  were 
placed  into  circulation,  the  collectors  that  I  consulted  generally  felt  that  a  set  of  Seated 
dollars  should  consist  of  the  45  issues  from  1 840  to  1 873.  However  the  definition  of 
a  Seated  dollar  set  may  still  be  debated  for  many  years  to  come. 

Dennis  Garstang 
LSCC  #481 
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Review  of  White  Book  on  Coin  Chemistry 

Anyone  interested  in  collecting  or  investing  in  coins  will  receive  a  wealth  of 
valuable  information  from  reading  Weimar  White's  new  book  on  Coin  Chemistry  \ha\. 
was  published  this  year  by  American  Sports  Media.  Even  those  with  only  a  casual 
interest  in  coins,  precious  metals  or  US  history  will  find  the  discussions  on  toning, 
silver  chemistry,  and  the  Comstock  Lode  fascinating.  This  is  the  first  book  to 
assemble  in  one  place  the  thoughts  of  one  of  the  leading  experts  on  coin  toning  as 
he  discusses  the  effects  of  cleaning  and  describes  the  proper  methods  for  storing  and 
preserving  coins. 

The  White  book  tells  the  reader  how  sulfur  containing  compounds  attack  and  tarnish 
coin  surfaces.  The  reader  also  benefits  from  the  author's  years  of  experience  in  protecting 
coins  from  ubiquitous  air-borne  chemical  contaminants  that  degrade  and  chemically 
alter  coin  surfaces.  White  not  only  presents  anecdotal  material  but  he  includes  detailed 
quantitative  analyses  of  the  processes  that  tarnish  coins  and  describes  effective  proce- 
dures for  preserving  the  quality,  appearance  and  value  of  rare  coins. 

In  addition  to  previously  unpublished  material,  the  book  includes  a  collection  of  1 9 
articles  published  in  a  variety  of  numismatic  journals  and  magazines  over  a  period  of 
more  than  ten  years.  If  you  are  interested  in  understanding  toning  and  in  preserving 
your  numismatic  treasures,  you  must  read  this  book  and  take  advantage  of  the 
author's  vast  expertise  in  coin  chemistry  and  numismatics.  A  copy  of  the  book  can 
be  obtained  from  the  publisher  for  $19.95  by  calling  1-800-932-4557. 

David  J.  Locker 
LSCC  #1130 

New  Orleans  IVIint  Museum  Exhibit 

The  Louisiana  State  Museum  has  scheduled  the  opening  of  an  expanded  exhibit 
of  New  Orleans  Mint  coins  for  April  2005.  The  Museum  is  currently  seeking  donations 
of  both  gold  and  silver  coins  with  the  New  Orieans  mintmark  to  add  to  its  new  display. 
It  is  hoped  that  an  exhibit  can  be  prepared  that  will  attract  collectors  to  the  Mint 
Museum  to  see  the  beautiful  New  Orleans  coinage  that  facilitated  commerce  in  the 
southern  states  during  the  19"^  century.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to  acquire  a 
representative  collection  of  New  Orleans  coins  that  will  include  examples  of  the  many 
denominations  and  types  produced  at  the  Branch  Mint. 

The  Museum  is  seeking  donations  of  counterfeit  coins  with  the  New  Orieans 
mintmark  to  fill  a  section  of  the  exhibit  devoted  to  these  pieces.  Counterfeit  coins  were 
a  problem  for  merchants  during  the  19'^^  century  and  they  also  played  a  role  in  the 
monetary  history  of  our  nation. 

The  Museum  is  also  looking  for  a  copy  of  the  manuscript:  Monograph  of  the  Silver 
Dollar,  Good  and  Bad  by  J.L  Riddell,  M.D.  -  E.  Shepard,  Cincinnati,  1 845.  It  is  hoped 
that  a  copy  of  this  manuscript  can  be  located  for  display  in  the  new  exhibit. 

Anyone  interested  in  making  a  donation  to  the  museum  should  contact  Greg 
Lambousy,  Director  of  Collections,  Louisiana  State  Museum  at 
glambousy(a)crt.state.la.us .  He  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (504)  599-1 946. 

The  Editor 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES 

HALF  DIME  BUY  LIST 
I  am  hunting  for  nice  half  dimes  for  my  customers.  Below  are  the  prices  that  I  am 
willing  to  pay  for  half  dimes  by  type  and  examples  of  what  I  will  pay  for  some  of 
the  better  dates  in  the  series. 


TYPE 

Vft 
Vva 

r 
P 

Vr 

Xr 

All 

AU 

Nn  9tar<; 

IpOO 

(ten 

ct>yb 

$1 60 

o  o  c 

$325 

1  o 

1  / 

1  y 

55 

HOC 

125 

.^tarQ  Oh\/orco 

1 

1  «3 

1  o 

1  / 

45 

105 

With  Arrn\A/c 
Willi  rAiiuwo 

1  O 

1 0 

A  -I 

1  / 

OO 

45 

1 05 

1  pnpnH  Oh\/orcci 

l-C^d  lU  V_/UVCIoC 

1  o 

1 0 

1  / 

on 

o  o 

32 

62 

ft 

Vft 

c 

r 

\/c 
Vr 

vc 
Xr 

A  1  1 

AU 

vpDO 

vpyu 

vP  1 

5t>DUU 

$850 

1  OH-U        VV  LJ 

oU 

14U 

OCA 

obU 

o  c  r\ 

850 

1 RAA  n 

DU 

QR 
OO 

1  oU 

4UU 

AAA 

yuu 

2000 

1  O^D 

1  OO 

OUU 

^  7CA 

1  750 

o  o  c  rv 

3250 

^  QCO  MA 

1  boo  NA 

25 

35 

55 

105 

185 

325 

1853-0  NA 

135 

185 

275 

425 

1100 

2250 

1863 

120 

150 

185 

245 

375 

440 

1863-S 

20 

28 

35 

40 

115 

250 

1864 

250 

340 

400 

550 

675 

800 

1864-S 

38 

48 

80 

105 

210 

350 

1865 

225 

265 

335 

400 

500 

550 

1865-S 

19 

28 

35 

50 

130 

400 

1866 

210 

250 

325 

375 

475 

540 

1866-S 

19 

28 

35 

50 

125 

275 

1867 

330 

375 

465 

525 

635 

685 

1867-S 

18 

24 

30 

50 

115 

235 

Collections  and  accumulations  wanted!  Other  Liberty  Seated  coinage  wanted. 
Coins  must  be  wholesome,  original  and  free  of  significant  defects.  For  coins  that 
are  overgraded,  cleaned  or  damaged,  offers  will  be  made  at  lower  levels. 
Send  material  with  confidence  for  a  speedy  offer  and  a  quick  check.  In  business 
since  1989. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone:  (650)367-1064  •  FAX:  (650)  367-1239 
E-mail:  cwwoodruffOphc.net 
Website:  www.cwwoodruff.com 

V  / 
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Results  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

by 

Bill  Bugert 


In  January  2004  all  club  nnembers  were  sent  a  Half  Dollar  Census  form  asking  them 
to  provide  a  listing  of  the  Seated  half  dollars  in  their  collection  by  grade  and  variety. 
I  would  like  to  report  that  there  were  83  club  members  who  completed  the  census 
form  and  listed  a  total  of  8606  coins  in  the  series.  Of  these  coins,  8525  were  reported 
by  variety  and  listed  on  the  census  form.  The  remaining  81  coins  were  not  listed  in 
the  census.  They  included  nine  pieces  that  were  of  varieties  not  listed  on  the  census 
form  and  72  low  grade  pieces  that  were  not  attributed  by  variety. 

Most  of  the  collections  contained  fewer  than  50  pieces  but  there  were  1 51 7  coins 
in  the  largest  collection.  The  mean  collection  size  was  1 04  coins  but  this  figure  was 
skewed  by  the  inclusion  of  two  well  known  Eastern  collections  of  over  1 000  coins.  The 
breakdown  by  collection  size  is  as  follows: 


A  few  observations  on  grade  will  provide  some  useful  information  on  the  quality  of 
the  pieces  collected  by  club  members.  Well  over  half  of  the  coins  reported  in  the 
census  were  in  grades  from  XF  to  AU.  This  is  hardly  surprising  since  XF-AU  quality 
coins  still  have  most  of  their  original  design  detail,  making  them  relatively  easy  to 
attribute.  They  are  also  more  affordable  to  purchase,  often  costing  only  a  fraction  of 
the  price  of  a  mint  state  specimen.  This  collector  preference  often  makes  it  difficult 
to  obtain  nice  XF-AU  coins  at  shows  and  the  census  confirms  the  popularity  of  coins 
in  these  grades.  The  grade  distribution  for  the  coins  in  the  census  is  as  follows: 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  Reported  in  the  Census  by  Grade 


Size  of  Collections  Reported  in  Census 


Number  of  Coins  Number  of  Collections 


1  to  50  49 

51  to  100  11 

101  to  250  17 

251  to  500  2 

501  to  750  2 

751  to  1000  0 

More  than  1000  2 


Total  83 


Grade  Range 


Percent  of  Total 


AG  to  VG 
Fto  VF 
XF  to  AU 
Mint  State 
Proof 


11.5 
18.3 
56.3 
11.7 
2.2 


Total 


100.0 
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The  key  coins  in  the  series  will  always  attract  attention.  Listed  below  is  a  summary 
of  the  availability  of  some  of  the  more  popular  dates  and  varieties  in  the  series. 


Grade  Range 


AG 

F 

XF 

Date 

Variety 

VG 

VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1841-0 

Medium  0,  baseball  die  crack 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1842-0 

WB-101,  Small  Date 

5 

5 

9 

2 

0 

21 

1 844-0 

WB-103,  Dramatically  Doubled  Date 

8 

5 

7 

1 

0 

21 

1846-0 

WB-106,  Tall  Date,  Normal  Date 

12 

5 

17 

2 

0 

36 

1847 

WB-102,  1847/6 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

6 

1849 

WB-102,  Dramatically  Doubled  Date 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

4 

1853-0 

No  Arrows  or  Rays 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1855-S 

WB-101,  Large  S 

11 

6 

8 

3 

0 

28 

1870-CC  WB-101,  Large  CO 

18 

5 

7 

1 

0 

31 

1873 

WB-1 01 ,  No  Arrows,  Open  3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

0 

11 

1874-00  All  Varieties 

11 

5 

10 

3 

0 

29 

1875-S 

WB-105,  Micro  s 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1876-S 

All  Type  2  Reverse  Varieties 

1 

2 

6 

3 

0 

12 

1877 

All  Type  1  or  1/2  Reverse  Varieties 

4 

3 

6 

4 

2 

19 

1878 

Type  1  Reverse 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1878-00  WB-101,  Medium  00 

10 

6 

6 

3 

0 

25 

1878-S 

WB-101,  Very  Smalls 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

5 

No  analysis  of  the  data  has  been  included  with  this  article.  Summaries  of  the  data 
have  been  left  for  a  later  date  or  to  readers  who  might  want  to  point  out  certain  trends 
that  they  have  observed  in  the  data.  A  few  participants  offered  comments  about  the 
survey  form.  Noted  numismatist  Bill  Fivaz  correctly  pointed  out  that  the  1 877-S  WB- 
103  variety  with  the  Very  Small  triple  punched  mintmark  is  actually  a  doubled 
mintmark  with  additional  strike  doubling.  It  was  decided  to  keep  the  original  listing  as 
a  triple  S  because  that  convention  has  been  used  throughout  the  half  dollar  collector 
community. 

I  hope  that  you  enjoy  studying  the  data  obtained  in  this  club  survey.  Randy  Wiley 
and  I  will  keep  private  all  of  the  information  obtained  on  each  collector  and  on  each 
collection  included  in  the  census.  However,  we  do  plan  to  contact  some  contributors 
to  gain  some  specific  information  on  a  few  of  the  reported  coins.  Some  contributors 
submitted  questions  with  the  survey  and  I  am  working  on  answers  to  these  questions. 
The  published  reference  used  for  this  census  is  "The  Oomplete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars"  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert. 

I  want  to  personally  thank  all  of  the  club  members  who  responded  to  this  request 
for  information  because  I  know  that  identifying  each  variety  and  completing  the 
census  form  can  take  many  hours.  Your  efforts  will  help  all  collectors  of  the  series 
better  understand  the  rarity  of  the  many  varieties  in  the  series  and  provide  valuable 
information  on  the  grade  distribution  of  the  pieces  being  collected  by  club  members. 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


\A/R 
WD 

MUI 

F 

1 

XF 

X/nriptv 

VG 

VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1839 

WB-101 

No  Drapery 

3 

12 

17 

2 

1 

35 

1839 

WB-102 

With  Draoerv 

2 

8 

27 

4 

0 

41 

1839 

With  DraoGrv  Recut  Date 

0 

1 

8 

0 

0 

9 

1840 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

4 

5 

29 

4 

1 

43 

1840 

WB-102 

Recut  40 

0 

5 

12 

3 

0 

20 

1840 

WB-103 

Trioled  0 

III  1^  1  W  \JI  w 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

6 

1840 

WB-104 

Doubled  Date 

0 

7 

9 

2 

0 

18 

1840 

Recut  8 

0 

1 

5 

2 

0 

8 

1840 

Recut  1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1840 

Cracked  Cap 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

9 

1840-O 

WB-101 

1838  Tail  Hub  No  Mintmark 

1                         1   ^%  II     II  kl  1^  1     1  V           IVIII  l%l  1  1  Wft  1  1  m 

12 

6 

21 

2 

0 

41 

1840-O 

WB-102 

Verv  Srnall  o 

w  \J  1   y           III  W4I  I 

6 

14 

15 

4 

0 

39 

1840-O 

WB-103 

Small  0 

III  WAI 1  \^ 

8 

9 

22 

2 

0 

41 

1 840-O 

WB-104 

Larae  0 

^Ul  ^  V 

16 

24 

52 

9 

0 

101 

1840-O 

Laroe  0  Re-enaraved  Obv  Dent 

1 

5 

6 

1 

0 

13 

1841 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

1     V           fill           1  ^% 

1 

7 

27 

4 

1 

40 

1841 

WB-102 

Recut  18 

1  1  w  V/  U  I     1  W 

0 

1 

1 1 

2 

0 

14 

1841-0 

WB-101 

Larae  0 

2 

14 

44 

3 

0 

63 

1841-0 

WB-102 

Medium  0 

1  V  1                1  ^4  III 

4 

6 

19 

4 

0 

33 

1841-0 

Baseball  Reverse  Die  Crack 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

6 

1842 

WB-101 

Small  Date 

\^  III  W%  1  1       k^           L  \^ 

4 

10 

15 

4 

0 

33 

1842 

WB-102 

Small  Date  Cud  over  TAT 

III  W4  1  1     k^  kA  W  w  J                Vrf           V  w  I       1  /  t  1 

0 

5 

9 

2 

0 

16 

1842 

WB-103 

Small  Date  Doubled  Tail  Die 

III  \^  1  1       k^  \^  k  \^  %       k^            Wl  k^  1                          1     W4  1  1       k^  1 

1 

1 

6 

0 

0 

8 

1842 

WB-104 

Medium  Date  Normal  Date 

1  ¥  1  \^  \^  1  \^  III    k^      V  \^  I    IV      1111      1    k^  k 

3 

7 

27 

1 

0 

38 

1842 

WB-105 

Medium  Date,  Tripled  Date 

2 

5 

16 

4 

0 

27 

1842 

WB-106 

Medium  Date,  Recut  8,  Errant  8 

1 

4 

17 

1 

0 

23 

1842 

Medium  Date,  8  Recut  South 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

B 

1842 

GJ-72 

Small  Date,  Small  Letters  Rev 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1842-0 

WB-101 

Small  Date 

5 

5 

9 

2 

0 

21 

1842-0 

WB-102 

Medium  Date,  Normal  Date 

7 

9 

39 

7 

1 

0 

62 

1842-0 

WB-103 

Medium  Date,  Errant  4  in  Gown 

2 

8 

7 

1 

0 

18 

1842-0 

Medium  Date,  Errant  84  in  Gown 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1843 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

7 

11 

65 

5 

1 

89 

1843 

WB-102 

Recut  Date 

1 

1 

11 

2 

0 

15 

1843 

WB-103 

Recut  4 

0 

3 

14 

1 

0 

18 

1843 

WB-104 

Center  Dot  Head  Die 

1 

1 

21 

3 

0 

26 

1843 

WB-105 

Tripled  43 

0 

3 

13 

1 

0 

17 

1843 

43  Recut  South 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

5 

1843 

43  Recut  North 

0 

0 

9 

1 

0 

10 

1843-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  and  Mintmark 

7 

17 

47 

9 

0 

80 

1843-0 

WB-102 

Normal  Date,  Recut  0/0 

0 

3 

10 

1 

0 

14 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


\A/D 
WD 

AG 

F 

XF 

UalG 

iMUmDer 

variety 

VG 

Iff* 

vF 

All 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1  O'fO-U 

\A/D  i  AO 
VVD- 1  UO 

uouDiea  uate,  hirst  Marriage 

2 

2 

10 

1 

0 

15 

\A/R  ini 
VVD-  lUl 

Normal  uate 

3 

6 

45 

3 

0 

57 

\A/R  1  no 

VVD-  1  (Jel 

necut  1  o 

A 

1 

ri 

2 

A  r\ 

19 

3 

1 

26 

1  fiAA 

\A/P  1  no 
VVD- 1  UO 

44  necut  ooutn 

1 

5 

8 

0 

0 

14 

1  RAA 
\  044 

\A/R  1  n/1 

VVD-  1  U4 

D/-\i^i  if  Klj->>-fK    A  A  D/^^i  i4-  O^ii+U 

o4  necut  Nortn,  44  necut  ooutri 

0 

A 

1 

3 

1 

0 

5 

1  044 

\A/D  1  nc 
Wd-I  Uo 

44  necut  North 

0 

1 

13 

3 

0 

17 

1  044 

0  in  uenticies 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

8 

1 RAA  n 

1 044-U 

\A/R  ini 
VVD- 1  U  1 

Normal  uate,  Large  u 

8 

9 

39 

6 

0 

62 

1  QA  A  r\ 
1 044-U 

\A/R  i  no 

uenter  uot  Head  Uie 

3 

3 

9 

3 

0 

18 

1 044-U 

\A/R  i  no 

Wd-I  Uo 

uramaticaiiy  uouDied  uate 

8 

5 

7 

1 

0 

21 

1 044-U 

\A/R  1  n/ 
VVd-1  U4 

oecona  4  necut  ooutn 

3 

4 

13 

1 

0 

A 

21 

1 044-U 

\A/R  1  nc; 
Wb-l  UO 

HeCUt  844 

3 

4 

16 

1 

0 

24 

■i  QA  A 
1 044-U 

\A/R  i  nc 

Wd-1  Ud 

necut  Mintmark  U/U 

3 

0 

7 

0 

0 

A  r\ 

10 

1  040 

\A/R  ini 
VVd-  1 U  1 

Normal  uate 

o 
O 

A 

dd 

3 

0 

37 

1  040 

necut  1  o 

A 

0 

1 

A 

4 

2 

0 

7 

1 040-U 

WR  1  ni 

WD-  1  U  1 

iNormai  uaie,  Large  u 

4 

on 

41 

c 
b 

A 
U 

71 

1  040-U 

\A/R  1  no 
VVd-  1  Uii 

Meaium  u,  o40  necut  west 

•i 
1 

r\ 
iL 

o 
o 

A 
1 

A 
U 

7 

1 oAo-U 

\A/D  H  r\D 
WD-1  Uo 

Medium  0  over  Horizontal  0 

0 

5 

10 

2 

0 

17 

1  QA  t;  O 
1 040-U 

\A/R  1  n/i 
Wb- 1 U4 

uramaticaiiy  uouDied  uate 

0 

b 

A 

b 

A 
1 

A 

0 

'1  o 

18 

1 o4o-U 

\A/D  ^  nc 

wb-1  Uo 

Large  u,  84  necut  Lett 

2 

A 

4 

4 

A 
1 

0 

A  A 

1 1 

1  o4o-U 

\A/D  -i  r\c 

Wb-1  Ub 

Large  0,  Tripled  Date 

6 

3 

3 

2 

0 

A  A 

14 

1  o4o-U 

\A/D  -i  n-7 

Wb-1  U/ 

Large  o,  18  necut  Hign 

1 

A 

0 

A 

2 

1 

A 

0 

4 

Io4o-U 

Wb-1  U8 

Doubled  Date,  Recut  East 

-r 

7 

A 

6 

16 

5 

0 

34 

1 o4o-U 

\A/D  H  nn 

Wb-1  uy 

rootless  1 ,  Large  u 

7 

o 
0 

1  2 

A 

2 

A 

u 

A  A 

24 

■i  O  AC 

1  o4b 

\A/D  H  nn 
Wb-1  U1 

Medium  uate 

o 
o 

A 

b 

O/l 

24 

4 

A 
1 

oo 
oo 

■i  QAC 

1  o4d 

\A/R  ^  no 
Wb-1  U^ 

Medium  uate,  trrant  b 

1 

d. 

Q 
0 

4 

A 
U 

1  0 

i  QAC 

1  o4d 

\A/R  1  no 
Wb-1  Uo 

Medium  uate,  necut  o 

A 

u 

A 

u 

Q 

y 

1 

A 
U 

1  n 
1  U 

lo4b 

\A/D  i  r>/l 

Wb-1  U4 

6  over  Horizontal  6 

b 

A 
0 

Q 
0 

4 

A 
U 

O  i 

d\ 

1846 

\A/D  H  rvc 

Wd-10o 

Medium  Date,  Doubled  Head  Die 

A 

u 

0 

A 

b 

A 
U 

A 
U 

A  A 

1 1 

1  o4d 

\A/D  -1  nc 
Wb-1  Ub 

Large  uate.  Normal  uate 

d. 

c 
b 

1 0 

A 

4 

1 

OQ 
^lO 

A  O  AC 

1 846 

Wb-1  U7 

Large  uate,  i  ripied  i  &  4 

A 
U 

1 

1 

Q 
O 

A 

U 

1  1 

1846 

Wd-1  08 

Large  Date,  Spiked  4 

1 

-4 
1 

1  0 

A 
d 

A 
U 

1  y 

A  O  AC 

1o4d 

O  1  CO 

Large  uate,  necut  o 

A 
U 

i 
1 

1 

0 
d 

A 
U 

1  n 

1  U 

1846 

Medium  Date,  Recut  4 

A 
U 

A 
U 

A 
d 

A 
U 

A 
U 

A 

d 

1846 

Large  Date,  Recut  1 

A 
U 

1 

0 

1 

A 
U 

7 
1 

1846-0 

\  A/D   H  r\  H 

Wd-1  01 

Medium  Uate,  Normal  uate 

c 

b 

1  O 

1  d. 

OQ 

<:0 

1 

n 

U 

4  / 

1846-0 

Wd-1  02 

Medium  Uate,  b  over  o 

A 
U 

o 
o 

1 0 

0 
d 

n 

U 

on 

^U 

1846-0 

Wd-1  03 

Medium  Uate,  18  necut  Hign 

d. 

0 

1 0 

A 

u 

n 

u 

90 
dd 

A  C%  A  ^ 

1846-0 

\  A/O   ^  A  /I 

Wb-104 

Medium  uate,  necut  i  &  b 

1 

0 
d 

1 0 

n 
U 

n 
U 

1  ft 

A  n  A  r\ 

1 846-0 

Wb-1 05 

Medium  Uate,  boidiy  necut  b 

A 

4 

0 

1  4 

4 

n 

U 

1846-0 

WB-1 06 

Large  Date,  Normal  Date 

12 

5 

17 

2 

0 

36 

1847 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

2 

10 

40 

4 

0 

56 

1847 

WB-1 02 

1847/6 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

6 

1847 

GJ-75 

1847/6,  Late  Die  State 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

9 

1847 

WB-1 03 

Recut  7 

1 

0 

6 

0 

1 

8 

28 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


WB 

AG 

F 

XF 

Niimhpr 

V  ul  1  w I y 

VG 

VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1ft47 

WR-104 

V  V  LJ  1 

Rpnit  47 

0 

w 

2 

11 

0 

0 

13 

1ft47 

^nikpd  1 

\jiJir\cvj  1 

0 

0 

w 

3 

2 

0 

5 

WR-101 

V  V  LJ  \  yj  I 

Nnrmfll  Datp  Ft  Mintrrir^rk 

9 

w 

19 

1  w 

30 

5 

0 

63 

1047.0 

WR-10? 

V  V  LJ  1 

Normal  Datp  Rprut  0/0 

2 

k— 

4 

10 

1 

0 

17 

ifi47-n 

V  V  LJ    1  \J\J 

DoMhlprl  Dritp 

4 

12 

21 

2 

0 

39 

1847-0 

WR-104 

V  V  LJ     I  \J*T 

DniihlpH  Hpad  Dip 

LJ  W  LI  LJ  1  w  VJ   1  IwClVJ   LJ  1 0 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

2 

0 

25 

1 847-0 

WR-10S 

V  V  LJ    1  VJvJ 

Rprut  147 

1 

1 

3 

15 

2 

0 

21 

1848 

WR-101 

V  V  LJ    \  \J  \ 

Nnrmal  Dfltp 

I^IWllllCll  LJCllw 

5 

3 

w 

27 

7 

1 

43 

1848 

WR-10? 

V  V  LJ  1  yj^ 

4.R  Rprut  nvpr  47 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 

1  1 

2 

0 

16 

1848 

WR-103 

V  V  LJ     1  \J\J 

1 8  Recut  South 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 

7 

1 848 
1  oto 

WR-104 

V  V  LJ  1 

1  Rppiit  1  nw  R4  Rppiit  Hinh 

1    nOwLJL  LVjVV,  UH  llOwLll  1  Hull 

0 

0 

3 

w 

0 

w 

0 

w 

3 

1848 

SnikpH  1  8  Rpnut  Low 

0 

w 

0 

w 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1848-0 

WR-101 

V  V  LJ    I  \J  I 

Mormfll  Datp  A  Mintmark 

iNwIMICll  LJCIL^  VX  1 VM 1  1  LI  1  lai  r\ 

4 

1 1 

1  1 

42 

6 

w 

0 

63 

L/VJ 

1848-0 

WR-102 

V  V  LJ  I 

Rprut  18 

0 

3 

5 

w 

2 

0 

VJ 

10 

1  \J 

1848-0 

WR-103 

V  V  LJ    1  \J\J 

Inromolptp  O  Mintmark 

lllw^lML/ldU  V_/   iVI  1 1  1  LI  1  lui  r\ 

5 

2 

5 

w 

2 

0 

VJ 

14 

1  ~ 

1848-0 

WR-104 

V  V  LJ     1  V" 

FillpH  4  in  Ton  Anolp 

1   IMwV,J    T   III    IVJLJ  r\\  1^ 

5 

1 

1 

5 

\J 

0 

w 

0 

w 

1 1 

1  1 

184Q 

WR-101 

V  V  LJ    I  \J  I 

Normal  Datp 

1  >l  Wl  1  1  ICll  LJdLo 

4 

22 

3 

1 

1 

33 

184Q 

WR-102 

V  V  LJ  1 

Dramatirallv  DouhlpH  Datp 

LJI  Cll  1  luLlwClll  y    LJ\J\JkJ\^\J  LJCILU 

1 

2 

1 

0 

4 

184Q 

WR-103 

V  V  LJ    1  VJw 

Doi  ihlpd  Datp 

L^\J\J\J\^\J  LJCILC 

1 

1 

3 

R 

u 

t; 

n 

17 

1  / 

184Q 

WR-104 

V  V  LJ     1  \J" 

Rprut  1 

1  i^OLi  L  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

VJ 

1  1 

184Q 

WR-105 

V  V  LJ     I  \J\J 

Rprut  Q 

1  1  wOLJ  L  0 

0 

1 

Q 

n 

10 

184Q 

WB-106 

V  V  LJ     1  \J\J 

Rprut  184 

1  1  WW  LI  L    1  KJ~ 

1 

1 

2 

3 

n 

L/ 

A 

1849 

Errant  8  in  Dpntirlp<? 

^  1  1  ul  1 1  \J    III    LJ  w  1  1  LI  w  1  WW 

0 

w 

0 

\J 

2 

n 

L/ 

2 

184Q-0 

WB-101 

V  V  LJ     1  W  1 

Normal  Datp  A  Mintmark 

1  Y  L/ 1  1  1  1  Ctl   LJd  Lw   \^   IVIII  ILI  1  IC*I  i\ 

10 

1  \J 

22 

49 

n 

87 

1849-0 

Recut  18  &  Filled  4 

1  1  WW  LI  L     f  \J   \.A    1    1 1 1  w  vJ  I 

0 

w 

1 

1 

VJ 

3 

n 

L/ 

10 

1850 

WB-101 

Normal  Datp 

1  Y w  1  1  1  1  ul   UJ CI Lw 

3 

4 

13 

4 

n 

?4 

1850 

WB-102 

V  T  LJ  1 

Recut  0 

1  1  w  w  LI  l  w 

0 

0 

7 

\j 

n 

u 

12 

1850-O 

WB-101 

V  V  LJ      1  \J  1 

Normal  Datp  X  Mintmark 

1  ^ w  1 1 1 1  ui  LJ ct L w  vA  IVIII  III  1  im  r\ 

7 

8 

32 

7 

f) 

VJ 

ot 

1850-O 

WB-102 

Recut  Mintmark  0/0 

1  1  W  W  UL    IVIII  ILIII  U 1  fx          1  \^ 

0 

w 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1  0 

1  VJ 

1850-O 

GJ-69 

Soiked  1  Doubled  Head  Die 

vJL^M\wV<l     1  J    LJVJUkJIwLJ    1   IwULJ  LJIW 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

f) 

o 

1851 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

1  <l  w  1  1  1  1  U 1         U  L  W 

0 

w 

3 

1  5 

4 

22 

1851 

WB-102 

Recut  18 

I    1  W  W  U  h      I  \J 

0 

w 

0 

w 

2 

t; 

\J 

7 

1851 

WB-103 

Recut  Second  1 

0 

w 

0 

q 

1 

1 

n 

VJ 

10 

1  VJ 

1851 

WB-104 

Errant  8  in  Denticles 

1  I           1  1            III           W  1  III  \J  1  w  w 

0 

w 

1 

1 

1 

1 

VJ 

3 
o 

1851-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

4 

8 

\j 

26 

t—  w 

8 

w 

0 

L/ 

4fi 

1852 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

1 

1 

4 

16 

1  \J 

10 

1  \J 

n 

VJ 

31 

vJ  1 

1852-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

1  ^      1  1  1  1  \A  1         v«A  V               iviii  IVI  1  1      1  1  \ 

5 

w 

1 1 

21 

Cm  1 

4 

1 

1 

42 

1853 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

15 

14 

39 

WW 

2 

1 

i 

71 

1853 

Doubled  Die  Rev,  6  varieties 

1 

4 

21 

4 

0 

30 

1853-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

16 

12 

23 

3 

0 

54 

1853-0 

Doubled  Die  Obv,  Spiked  1 

3 

9 

11 

2 

0 

25 

1854 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

6 

8 

32 

5 

1 

52 

1854-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

21 

19 

59 

10 

0 

109 

1855 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

0 

11 

19 

4 

1 

35 

1855 

WB-102 

1855  Recut  over  1854 

8 

11 

15 

7 

1 

42 

29 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


\A/D 
WD 

AG 

F 

XF 

Udlc 

iMumDer 

variety 

VG 

VF 

All 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

WD-  1  U  1 

Normal  uaie  &  MintmarK 

13 

13 

30 

1 

0 

63 

\A/R  1  no 

VV  u-  1  U^l 

MintmarK  u  over  norizontai  u 

3 

5 

1 1 

0 

0 

19 

1  are;  q 

VVD- 1  U 1 

Large  S 

1 1 

6 

8 

3 

0 

28 

1  ooo 

\A/D  1  rn 
Wd-1  U  I 

Normal  Date 

6 

7 

29 

6 

2 

50 

1  ODD 

\A/R  1  no 

VVD-  1  vc 

necui  1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

0 

8 

1  ODD 

\A/n  1  AO 
VvD-1  UO 

opiKea  1 

0 

4 

9 

1 

0 

14 

1  ODD 

necul  D,  rirst  b  nignt  OT  rinai  b 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1  OOD-vJ 

WR  1  r>i 

VV  D-  1  U  1 

iMormai  uaie  &  MintmarK 

o 
O 

H  A 

10 

28 

6 

0 

Al 

1  OOD-U 

\A/R  1  no 
VVD-  1 

uouDiea  Date 

2 

5 

13 

4 

0 

24 

I  OOD-U 

\A/D  i  r>0 

Wb-l  Do 

Ob  riecut  Hign 

2 

9 

20 

3 

0 

r\  A 

34 

1  CJOD-U 

\A/n  ^  n/i 
vVd-1  U4 

Hecut  b 

0 

6 

14 

2 

0 

22 

1  OOD-O 

\A/D  ^n^ 
Wb-l  U  1 

Large  S 

9 

1 1 

23 

4 

0 

47 

1  OOD-b 

Large  o,  No  Drapery  Die  btate 

1 

2 

5 

0 

0 

8 

1  OOD-b 

Large  b,  ob  Hecut  North 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1  oJd/ 

\A/D  ini 
Wb-l  U 1 

Normal  uate 

3 

6 

Oc 

25 

4 

2 

40 

1  OO/ 

\A/D  H  no 
Wb-l  U^; 

Errant  Date  in  Rock,  Major 

1 

0 

16 

4 

0 

21 

1  OO/ 

\A/D  1  r\o 
Wb-l  Do 

Errant  Date  in  Rock,  Minor 

0 

3 

7 

1 

0 

1 1 

1  OO/ 

errant  /  irom  hock 

0 

1 

o 
8 

3 

0 

1 2 

1  OO/ 

Recut  1  below  Base  of  1 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

9 

1 00/-U 

\A/D  i 

Wb-l  01 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

2 

6 

26 

5 

0 

39 

1 O0/-U 

Wb-l  L)^ 

brrant  uate  in  hock 

0 

5 

7 

1 

0 

13 

^  OCT  r\ 
loo7-U 

\A/D   H  AO 

Wb-l  Uo 

Recut  Date 

0 

1 

6 

2 

0 

9 

1 00/-0 

\A/D  iAH 

Wb-l  (Jl 

Large  b,  Normal  uate 

b 

i  A 
1  0 

o 
o 

0 

O  i 
ill 

■i  QC7  O 

1 OO/ -o 

\A/D  i  AO 
Wb-l  U^l 

Meoium  b.  Normal  uate 

A 

4 

4 

i  /I 
14 

0 

0 

OO 

dd 

H  OC7  C 

\A/D   H  AO 
Wb-l  Uv5 

Medium  S,  Recut  1 

1 

1 

c 
0 

d 

0 

9 

H  OCO 

1  OOO 

\A/D  ^  A^ 

Wb-l  Ul 

laii  HUD  1,  Normal  uate 

7 

•\  o 
lo 

7A 

70 

c 
0 

4 

on 
99 

1  OOO 

\A/D  H  AO 

Wb-l 

uouDieo  neao  uie 

U 

■1 

1 

b 

A 

u 

0 

7 
/ 

1  OOO 

\A/D  H  AO 

Wb-l  (Jo 

Recut  Second  8 

U 

d. 

A 

4 

1 

0 

7 

1 

1  000 

Wb-l  04 

1 8o  Hecut  High 

0 

o 
O 

7 

0 

0 

^  A 

1  U 

H  O  C  f> 

lOOO 

\A/D   -i  AC 

Wd-105 

1858  Recut  over  Inverted  1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

I 

H  O  C  O 

1000 

\A/0    H  AC 

Wd-106 

1 8  Hecut  High 

0 

d. 

H  A 
1  0 

U 

0 

^  o 

H  O  C  O 

1858 

\A/D    H  A7 

Wd-107 

18  Hecut  High,  becond  8  Hecut 

0 

1 

c 
0 

U 

0 

b 

1858 

Wb-108 

Errant  88  from  Rock 

0 

4 

1 

0 

7 
/ 

J  ft  r-  r> 

1858 

Wb-1 09 

Errant  85  in  Denticles 

0 

U 

o 
o 

1 

U 

4 

■4  CUT  n 

1858 

Wb-1 10 

iail  Hud  d,  Normal  uate 

o 

d. 

4 

1  4 

1 

U 

Oi 
^1 

1858 

Errant  1  from  Rock,  Recut  8 

0 

1 

o 

d 

A 
U 

A 

U 

o 
O 

u  o  c  o 

1858 

brrant  18  in  bnieid 

0 

A 

u 

1 

A 

u 

A 

U 

1 

1858 

brrant  uenter  oi  8  in  hock 

o 
0 

U 

C 

0 

A 
U 

A 

U 

c 
0 

1858 

Hecut  1 

U 

■1 
1 

c 
0 

A 
U 

A 

u 

c 
D 

1858-0 

\A/D   -4  AH 

Wb-1 01 

Normal  uate  a  MintmarK 

1  4 

Q 

y 

4y 

A 

4 

A 
U 

/  D 

1858-0 

WB-1 02 

Recut  Second  8 

3 

4 

9 

1 

0 

17 

1858-0 

WB-1 03 

Recut  1 ,  Tripled  Second  8 

0 

0 

19 

1 

0 

20 

1858-0 

WB-1 04 

Errant  18  from  Rock 

0 

2 

7 

0 

0 

9 

1858-0 

WB-1 05 

Errant  8  in  Rock 

1 

3 

14 

0 

0 

18 

1858-0 

WB-1 06 

Errant  1  in  Denticles 

1 

1 

12 

2 

0 

16 

30 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


WB 

AG 

F 

XF 

Date 

Number 

Variety 

VG 

VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1858-0 

WB-107 

QuadruplGd  Second  8 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

7 

1858-0 

WB-108 

Errant  8  from  Rock 

3 

2 

4 

0 

0 

9 

1858-0 

WB-109 

Errant  Digits  from  Rock 

2 

0 

2 

4 

0 

8 

1858-0 

WB-110 

1  Recut  Hiah 

1       II  \^                ^     III          1  1 

1 

0 

9 

0 

0 

10 

1858-0 

18  Recut  North,  Second  8  Recut 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1858-0 

Double  Base  of  1  in  Shield 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

9 

1858-S 

WB-101 

Larae  S 

1 

6 

24 

4 

0 

35 

1858-S 

WB-102 

Medium  S 

2 

5 

9 

1 

0 

17 

1858-S 

WB-103 

Medium  S  Errant  8  in  Rock 

1  V  1        ^1  1  ^4  III            4            1  1  \^  11^             111     II        \^  i  \ 

2 

4 

6 

1 

0 

13 

1858-S 

Errant  8s  in  Shield  &  Rock 

1      t      ^%  1       1    W                                          III                           III                 1   ^1           \^           1        1   \^    \^  1  \ 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1859 

WB-101 

Tail  Hub  1,  Normal  Date 

2 

7 

27 

3 

3 

42 

1859 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  2  Normal  Date 

1             II       II           >^               %       ■    V           1    1    1    1  \^  1                 \A  b  \^ 

1 

2 

11 

0 

1 

15 

1859 

Tail  Hub  1,  Recut  1 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

5 

1859 

Tail  Hub  2,  Recut  1 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1859-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

2 

14 

35 

9 

0 

60 

1859-0 

WB-102 

Errant  9  in  Denticles 

3 

3 

22 

2 

0 

30 

1859-0 

WB-103 

Errant  9  from  Rock 

1 

1 

6 

2 

0 

10 

1859-0 

WB-104 

1  Recut  High 

1 

1 

6 

2 

0 

10 

1859-S 

WB-101 

Large  S,  Normal  Date 

4 

5 

14 

0 

0 

23 

1 859-S 

WB-102 

Medium  S,  Errant  9  in  Gown 

2 

4 

11 

3 

0 

20 

1859-S 

Large  S,  Errant  9  in  Rock,  Recut  1 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

6 

1859-S 

Medium  S,  Recut  18  &  9 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1859-S 

Large  S,  Recut  18  &  9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1859-S 

Large  S,  Recut  1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

4 

1860 

WB-101 

Tail  Hub  1,  Normal  Date 

3 

4 

11 

4 

1 

23 

1860 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  2,  Normal  Date 

2 

1 

17 

3 

3 

26 

1860 

Tail  Hub  1,  Recut  1 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

6 

1 860-O 

WB-101 

Tail  Hub  1,  Normal  Date 

4 

4 

16 

4 

0 

28 

1 860-O 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  1 ,  Weird  Vertical  Stripes 

2 

1 

6 

3 

0 

12 

1860-O 

WB-103 

Tail  Hub  2,  Normal  Date 

2 

8 

14 

2 

0 

26 

1860-O 

WB-104 

Tail  Hub  2,  Eagle  Laying  Egg 

3 

1 

11 

3 

0 

18 

1860-O 

WB-105 

Tail  Hub  2,  Recut  Mintmark  0/0 

1 

2 

14 

5 

0 

22 

1860-S 

WB-101 

Larqe  S 

5 

6 

12 

6 

0 

29 

1860-S 

WB-102 

Medium  S 

2 

4 

12 

2 

0 

20 

1861 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

9 

5 

48 

6 

1 

69 

1861 

WB-102 

First  1  Recut  Low 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 

8 

1861-0 

WB-101 

Normal  Date  &  Mintmark 

7 

18 

50 

13 

1 

89 

1861-0 

WB-102 

CSA  Obverse  Die  Crack 

1 

2 

10 

3 

0 

16 

1861-0 

WB-103 

Die  Break  Bisects  Date 

1 

1 

4 

3 

0 

9 

1861-0 

WB-104 

Speared  Olive  Bud  Reverse 

2 

3 

5 

4 

0 

14 

1861-0 

WB-103  Obv&  WB-104  Rev 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

6 

1861-S 

WB-101 

Large  S 

2 

11 

31 

2 

0 

46 

1861-S 

WB-102 

Medium  S 

2 

2 

12 

1 

0 

17 

1861-S 

Large  S,  Recut  S 

0 

1 

6 

1 

0 

8 

1862 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

4 

7 

22 

7 

2 

42 

31 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 


WB 

AG 

F 

XF 

Date 

Number 

Variety 

VG 

VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1862-S 

WB-101 

Large  S 

1 

7 

22 

6 

0 

36 

1862-S 

WB-102 

Medium  S 

2 

5 

17 

2 

0 

26 

1862-S 

WB-103 

Small  Wide  Broken  s 

2 

8 

12 

2 

0 

24 

1863 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

1 

7 

23 

5 

3 

39 

1863-S 

WB-101 

Small  Wide  Perfect  s 

0 

5 

13 

3 

0 

21 

1863-S 

WB-102 

Small  Wide  Broken  s 

3 

7 

25 

6 

0 

41 

1864 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

0 

9 

27 

5 

2 

43 

1864 

WB-102 

Recut  1  and  4 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

8 

1864-S 

WB-101 

Large  S 

2 

8 

14 

3 

0 

27 

1864-S 

WB-102 

Small  Wide  Perfect  s 

4 

3 

5 

2 

0 

14 

1864-S 

WB-103 

Small  Wide  Broken  s 

2 

8 

17 

4 

0 

31 

1864-S 

WB-104 

Small  Thin  s 

4 

4 

3 

2 

0 

13 

1865 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

1 

6 

16 

3 

4 

30 

1865 

WB-102 

Doubled  Date 

2 

5 

7 

4 

0 

18 

1865 

WB-103 

Errant  6  in  Denticles 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

5 

1865 

WB-104 

Recut  8 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

5 

1865 

- 

Recut  1  and  5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1865 

- 

Errant  65  in  Denticles 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1865-S 

WB-101 

Small  Wide  Broken  s 

3 

3 

7 

5 

0 

18 

1865-S 

WB-102 

Small  Thin  s,  Normal  Date 

3 

6 

36 

3 

0 

48 

1865-S 

WB-103 

Small  Thin  s,  Recut  1,  Head  1 

6 

2 

8 

3 

0 

19 

1865-S 

WB-103 

Small  Thin  s,  Recut  1 ,  Head  2 

2 

3 

14 

1 

0 

20 

1866 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

2 

4 

16 

1 

6 

29 

1866 

WB-102 

Errant  6  in  Denticles 

0 

2 

10 

5 

0 

17 

1866 

WB-103 

Errant  1  from  Hand 

2 

0 

5 

2 

0 

9 

1866 

WB-104 

Doubled  Head  Die,  Head  1 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

6 

1866 

WB-104 

Doubled  Head  Die,  Head  2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1866 

Errant  86  in  Denticles 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

4 

1866 

- 

Errant  8  in  Denticles 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

6 

1866-S 

WB-101 

No  Motto  Tail  Hub,  Small  Thin  s 

8 

9 

12 

3 

0 

32 

1866-S 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  with  Motto,  Very  Small  s 

5 

10 

18 

6 

0 

39 

1866-S 

WB-103 

Errant  86  in  Denticles,  Head  1 

0 

1 

7 

2 

0 

10 

1866-S 

WB-103 

Errant  6  in  Denticles,  Head  2 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

4 

1866-S 

WB-104 

Doubled  Tail  Die  with  Motto 

1 

2 

9 

0 

0 

12 

1867 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

2 

7 

29 

10 

1 

49 

1867 

WB-102 

Recut  67 

1 

0 

4 

2 

1 

8 

1867 

_ 

Errant  6  in  Denticles 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1867-S 

WB-101 

Very  Small  s.  Normal  Date 

4 

10 

23 

3 

0 

40 

1867-S 

WB-102 

Very  Small  s.  Doubled  Tail  Die 

0 

3 

12 

3 

0 

18 

1867-S 

WB-103 

Mintmark  Recut  North 

1 

3 

8 

1 

0 

13 

1868 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

4 

3 

23 

3 

3 

36 

1868 

WB-102 

Recut  18  and  Second  8 

0 

3 

5 

2 

0 

10 

1868 

Recut  Right  Side  of  Second  8 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1868-S 

WB-101 

Very  Small  s 

3 

8 

38 

4 

0 

53 

1868-S 

Errant  68  in  Denticles 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

7 

32 
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WD 
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VF 

AU 

MS 

PR 

Total 

1  ODO-O 

Clidill  OD  III  UcllllUIco 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 

7 

1  ODO-O 

Crralll  0  III  Ucllllulcb 

o 
u 

o 
u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1  QRQ        \A/R  1  r>1 
1  ooy       VV  D-  1  U  1 

INUIIIIdl  Ualc 

4 

Q 

37 

g 

2 

61 

1  RRQ        \A/R  1  no 

1  ooy      WD- 1  \jd 

Ron  it  1  0 

MCUUl  10 

1 

1 

0 

7 

2 

0 

10 

1QCQ.C  \A/R-ini 
1  0D3  O     VV  D-  1  U  1 

V CI y  oil iciii  0 

4 

12 

26 

5 

0 

47 

^  Q7n      \A/R  1 
lO/U  VVd-iUI 

iNormai  Uai6 

4 

q 

1Q 

1  v7 

7 

0 

41 

1  Q7n        \A/R  1  00 

Dooi  it  1 

1 

1 
1 

1  n 

1  u 

q 

0 

U 

1  "5 

1  0/ U-ULi  WD- 1 U  1 

Large 

1  ft 
1  o 

c 
o 

7 

1 
1 

o 

u 

31 

O  1 

1  Q7n  c  \A/R  1  ni 
10/U-v3  wd-iui 

very  omdii  s 

o 
o 

o 
o 

00 
^o 

o 

o 
u 

to 

1  Q7r>  Q    \A/R  1  CiO 
1  0/ U-O    WD-  1 

incompieie  b 

Q 
O 

Q 

o 

0 
o 

1 

1 

0 
u 

1 

1  Q71         \A/R  1  ni 
1  O/  1         WD-  1  U  1 

iNuriiidi  udie 

4 
*t 

D 

04 

q 
o 

4 

41 

1  Q71         \A/R  1  00 
1  0/  1         WD-  1 

triarii  1  in  nooK 

U 

1 

1 

q 

0 

0 
u 

1 2 
1  ^ 

1  P71        \A/R  1  m 
1  0/  1         WD-  1  UO 

ncCUl  rilbl  1  dUCJVe  Ddbe 

1 

1 

0 

7 
1 

0 

0 
u 

1  ? 
1  ^ 

1  071 
1  O  /  1 

UUUUIcU  Ulc  ncVcIbc  dl  VVC 

0 
u 

0 
u 

0 

1 

i 

n 

q 
o 

1 R71 

Firct  1  Ropi  it  hplr>\A/  R^qp 
riibi  1  ncuui  uciuw  uaoc 

1 

1 

o 
u 

1 

1 

0 
c 

n 

u 

4 

1  Q71  PP  \A/R  1  ni 
1  0/  1         WD-  I  U  I 

Ldiye  uu,  INUllIldl  Udlc 

0 
0 

7 
1 

1 R 

1  O 

1 

1 

n 
u 

31 
O  1 

1  fl71  PP  \A/R  1  00 
1  0/  1         WD-  1 

1  arno  PP   Ron  it  71 

Ldiye  UU,  neuui  /  1 

0 

0 

1 
1 

0 

0 
u 

c 
o 

1  071  Q    \A/R  101 
1  (J  /  1  -o    WD-  1  U  1 

onidii  vviue  b 

0 

0 

00 

0 

0 
u 

"^4 
OH 

1  071  Q    \A/R  1 00 
1  0/  1  -O     WD-  1 

\/or\/  Qmall  c 

veiy  oiiidii  b 

c 
o 

q 
o 

01 
^  1 

c 

D 

n 
u 

3R 
Oo 

1  071  Q    \A/R  1  0*5 
1  0  /  1  -O    WD-  1  UO 

lnpi"\mnloto  0 

incompieic  b 

1 
1 

q 
O 

1  0 

1  u 

0 
c. 

0 

u 

1  R 
1  D 

1  070        \A/R  1  01 
\OI           WD-  1  U  1 

INUllIldl  Udie 

0 

D 

ot; 

D 

q 
O 

4t^ 
tO 

1  070       \A/R  1  00 
1  0  /           VV  D-  1 

C-rrQnt  0  in  D/^r*l/    1  Ropiit  1— linh 

ciidiii  0  III  nuo)\,  1  neuui  myii 

1 

1 

1 
1 

7 
1 

1 
1 

0 
U 

1  0 
1  U 

1  070 

Ropi  it  1  Kol/-»\A/  Qorit 
ncUUl  1  UclUW  Ocill 

0 

u 

0 

u 

0 
c. 

0 
U 

0 
U 

o 
d. 

1 070  PP  WR  1  01 
1  0  /  c.-\j\j  VV  D-  1  U  1 

1  Qr/^o  PP    M/-\rmQl  F^Qto 

Ldiye  UU,  INUIIIIdl  udie 

1  4 
1  't 

1  q 

1  o 

01 
^  1 

q 

vJ 

0 
U 

0  1 

1070-C;  \A/R-101 
1  O  /  t  O     VV  D   1  vj  1 

Qmall  WiHo  c 
01 1  idii  VV luc  b 

o 

4 

1  4 
1  't 

9 

0 
U 

oq 

CO 

1  070  Q    WR  1 00 
10/^  O     WD  lU^ 

K^oHiiim  Qmcjll  0 
IVIcUIUIII  Ollldll  b 

0 

0 
c. 

1 

1  0 

q 
0 

u 

ot; 

107*^  \A/R-101 

1  O  /  O         VV  D   1  U  1 

Mr\  Arrri\A/c  Pnon  -3 
INU  rtllUWb,  UjJcll  0 

0 

A 

q 

vJ 

0 

u 

1  1 

107'^  WR-lOO 

1  O  /  O          V  V  D    1  \Jc. 

Mn  Arrn\A/c  PlocoH     Mnrmal  Piato 

INU  /AllUWb,  OlUbCU  0,  INUIIIIdl  \Ja\XS 

q 
o 

C 
O 

q 

1 
1 

c 
0 

oq 

1070  WR-IO*^ 

10/0          VV  D    1  UO 

Klr\  Arrr\\A/c  Plr*coH      0  in  f^ontiploo 
INU  rtllUWb,  UlUbcU  0,  0  II 1  UtJl  lUUlCb 

0 

c 
0 

1  0 
1  u 

o 
d. 

u 

1  Q 

1  y 

1079  WR-104 

10/0          VV  D    1  VJt- 

INU  AilUWb,  UlUbtJU  0,  1  lipicU  0 

0 

u 

1 
1 

1  0 
1  u 

0 

U 

1  q 

1  o 

lO/O           VV  tJ    1  UO 

Mn  ArrnwQ  PlnQoH  3  Ron  it  7*3 
INU  rviiuwo,  oiuocu  0,  ncoui  10 

0 
u 

1 
1 

0 

o 

0 
U 

0 

u 

q 

y 

10/0 

Mn  ArrnwQ  PlnQoH  3  3  in  Dontiploc 
INU  r\\  1  uwo,  oiuocu  0,0111  UCI  lUUICb 

0 
u 

0 
u 

4 

0 

u 

0 

u 

A 

107-3  wR-infi 

10/0          VV       1  uu 

1  amp  ArrnwQ 
L.C11  uc  Ml  1  uwo 

7 
1 

1  0 
1  u 

OR 

A 

1 
1 

107*^  \A/R-in7 

1  0  1  0           V  V  D    1  U  / 

Qmall  ArrnvA/c 
01 1  Idll  r\\  1  UWb 

c 
0 

4 

7 

1 

u 

1  / 

iQ7q  WR-infi 

10/0            V  V  LJ    1  UO 

Qmall  ArrnuuQ  Ron  it  3 
Ollldll  rAi  1  uwo,  ricuui  0 

1 
1 

4 

A 
't 

1 
1 

u 

1  O 
1  U 

^mall  ArrnwQ  OiiaH  QtrinPQ 
Ollldll  rAi  1  uwo,  vxUdu  ouiucb 

u 

q 
o 

7 

1 

4 

u 

oo 

1873 

1  arnp  Arrnw<?  Rpnit  1  and  3 

1— Cll^o  /  AllWVVO,  llCwUl    1   dl  lu  0 

o 
u 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

0 

u 

q 
o 

1 873 

1  arnp  Arrnw"?  Frrant  3  in  npntirlp<? 

1— Cll               1  *^VVO,  i— 1  1  dl  11  U  III  L^d  lllUlv70 

o 
u 

o 
u 

4 

0 

u 

0 

u 

4 

1878-CC  WR-101 

\  \J  1  \J  \J\J    VVU  IV/I 

Nn  Arrn\A/<?  Small  pp 

INW  r^llWYVO,  Ollldll 

7 

7 
1 

1 1 
1  1 

0 

u 

07 

d  1 

1873-CC  WB-102 

With  Arrnw<?  Small  pp 

VVILII  r^llWVVO,  Ollldll 

O 

7 
1 

1 1 

1  1 

0 

u 

OK 

1873-CC  WB-103 

WA,  Large  CC,  Normal  Date 

6 

5 

6 

0 

0 

\J 

17 

1873-CC 

WA,  Large  CC,  Recut  1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

1873-CC  GJ-83 

WA,  Errant  Digits 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1873-S  WB-101 

Minute  s 

6 

6 

13 

3 

0 

28 

1874  WB-101 

Small  Arrows,  Normal  Date 

4 

4 

9 

3 

5 

25 

1874  WB-102 

Large  Arrows,  Normal  Date 

6 

6 

16 

5 

2 

35 

33 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 
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1874 

WB-103 

Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows 

2 

2 

5 

3 

0 

12 

1874 

Large  Arrows,  Recut  1  above  Base 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1874-CC  WB-101 

Small  cc,  Normal  Reverse 

6 

4 

8 

3 

0 

21 

1874-CC  WB-102 

Small  cc,  Damaged  Tail  Die 

5 

1 

2 

0 

0 

8 

1874-S 

WB-101 

Small  Wide  s 

4 

7 

13 

2 

0 

26 

1874-S 

WB-102 

Medium  Small  s 

2 

3 

4 

2 

0 

11 

1874-S 

WB-103 

Minute  s 

2 

3 

6 

2 

0 

13 

1875 

WB-101 

Normal  Date 

7 

8 

40 

8 

2 

65 

1875 

Recut  1  and  5 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

1875-CC  WB-101 

Medium  CC 

10 

9 

19 

7 

0 

45 

1875-CC  WB-102 

First  C  Recut  over  Small  c 

0 

7 

10 

5 

0 

22 

1875-S 

WB-101 

Very  Small  s 

6 

12 

27 

15 

0 

60 

1875-S 

WB-102 

Very  Small  s/s,  Recut  Mintmark 

1 

0 

4 

2 

0 

7 

1875-S 

WB-103 

Medium  Small  s 

7 

7 

12 

5 

0 

31 

1875-S 

WB-104 

Small  Wide  s 

11 

2 

11 

3 

0 

27 

1875-S 

WB-105 

Micro  s 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1875-S 

- 

Errant  1  from  Rock 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

6 

1876 

WB-101 

Tail  Hub  1,  Normal  Date 

7 

11 

43 

4 

0 

65 

1876 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  2,  Normal  Date 

5 

3 

10 

0 

0 

18 

1876 

WB-103 

Tail  Hub  1/2,  Errant  6  in  Denticles 

0 

3 

5 

2 

0 

10 

1876 

WB-103 

Tail  Hub  1,  Errant  6  in  Denticles 

0 

2 

3 

1 

0 

6 

1876 

WB-104 

Tail  Hub  1,  Recut  6 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

6 

1876 

WB-105 

Tail  Hub  1,  Recut  76 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

7 

1876 

WB-106 

Tail  Hub  1,  Doubled  Date 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

6 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1 ,  Errant  8  below  Rock 

4 

0 

5 

1 

0 

10 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1,  87  in  Denticles 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

1876 

GJ-59 

Tail  Hub  2,  Errant  6  in  Rock 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

5 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1 ,  Doubled  Die  Reverse 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1,  Spike  from  Hair 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  2,  Center  Dot  Head  Die 

3 

0 

6 

0 

0 

9 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1/2,  Normal  Date 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

7 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  2,  Broken  1 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

6 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1 ,  Center  Dot,  Recut  76 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

7 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  1 ,  Recut  6  between  76 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1876 

GJ-78 

Tail  Hub  2,  Triple  Punched  76 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

1876 

GJ-70 

Tail  Hub  1,  Errant  Punch  on  Chest 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

6 

1876-CC  WB-101 

Small  cc 

5 

6 

13 

6 

0 

30 

1876-CC  WB-102 

Medium  CC 

9 

8 

26 

4 

1 

48 

1876-CC  WB-103 

Large  CC 

5 

2 

9 

3 

0 

19 

1876-CC 

Medium  CC,  Recut  6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1876-CC 

Small  cc,  Recut  1  and  6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1876-CC 

GJ-63 

Medium  CC,  Errant  8  in  Denticles 

0 

4 

6 

0 

0 

10 

1876-CC 

Medium  CC,  First  C  Recut 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1876-S 

WB-101 

Tail  Hub  1,  Micro  s 

3 

4 

15 

4 

0 

26 

1876-S 

WB-102 

Tail  Hub  1,  Very  Small  s 

7 

9 

24 

5 

0 

45 

1876-S 

WB-103 

Tail  Hub  2,  Very  Small  s/s 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

7 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Census 

Grade  Range 
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IVIO 
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1 

u 

c 

D 

n 
u 

1  9 
1  c 
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n 
u 

1 

q 

1 

n 
u 
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D 
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1 

1 

q 

o 

d 

o 

d 

Q 

y 
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\A/R  1  r\o 
WD-  1  \Jc. 

Toil  UJiik\  i  /O   Tro nc ition o  1  F^iQ 
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o 
O 

o 

c. 

q 
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d 

u 
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1  u 
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WD-  1  U«j 
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1  all  nuD  d,  iNormai  uaie 

Q 
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1  u 
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Q 

y 
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d 

D4 

1877 

WB-104 

Toil  Uliilt  O    Dar>i  it  QoorinH  7 

1  all  nuD  ^,  necui  oecona  / 

1 

Q 

c. 

0 

u 

U 

1  1 

1877 

GJ-71 

Toil  Ui  iK  0  r^aniar  P\r\t  Uloorl  Hia 

1  all  nuD  ^,  uenier  uoi  neau  uie 

1 

o 
0 

d 

1 

U 
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1 
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u 
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U 

q 
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U 
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4 
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u 

0 

u 
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u 

d 

1877 

Toil  l-liih  0    1  Dar«i  it  7  Dctm  it 

1  ail  nuD  ^,  1  necul,  /  necui 

u 

u 

0 
d 

0 

u 

u 

d 

1877-CC  WB-101 

Tail  Mnh  1    Qmall  nr 
1  all  nuu  1 ,  Olllall 

c 
o 

/I 

1 

i 
1 

91 
c  1 

1877-CC  WB-102 

Tail  Miih  1    Morliiim  PP 
1  all  nuu  1,  IvIcUIUIil  Kj\j 

i 
1 

7 
/ 

1  T 
1  o 

4 

u 

9t^ 

1877-CC  WB-103 

Tail  Huh  9  MoHiiim  PP 
1  all  nuu  ^,  IVIcUIUIII 

0 

1  9 
1  ^ 

p 
0 

1 

9Q 

^y 

1877-CC  WB-104 

Tail  Hi  ih  0  Morlii  im  PP  Ron  it  77 
1  all  nuu  ^,  IVIcUIUIII  V_>0,  nc^Ul  /  / 

o 
o 

O 

o 

7 
1 

i 
1 

u 

1  A 
1  4 

1877-S 

WB-101 

Toil  HiiW  1    ^^i^*^/-^  c 

1  dii  nuu  1 ,  iviioru  b 

A 

D 

1  / 

7 
/ 

o 
u 

q^ 
o4 

1877-S 

WB-102 

Toil  Huh  1    \/ar\/  Qmoll  c 

1  ail  nuD  1,  very  omaii  s 

7 
/ 

4 

1  q 
1  o 

0 

U 

d\d 

1877-S 

WB-103 

Tail  Huh  1   \/pr\/  CJmall  c/c 
1  an  nuu  i,  vciy  oiiiaii  o/o 

c 
0 

o 
d 

n 
U 

n 
U 

7 
/ 

1877-S 

WB-103 

Tail  Hiih  1    \/ar\i  Qmoll  o/o/o 

1  dii  nuu  1,  very  omaii  b/s/s 
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I 

D 

q 

U 
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1  u 
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1  ail  nuD  ^,  very  omaii  s 
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CO 
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u 
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U 
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d 
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o 
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D 
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O 
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oy 
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very  oiiidii  b 
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14 
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U 
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Q 
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0 
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WB-102 
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1  all  nuu  ^ 

4 

4 

1  d 

o 
o 

D 

29 

1881 

WB-101 

Tail  Huh  1 
I  all  nuu  1 

0 

1 

A 

4 

1 

0 

13 

1881 

WB-102 

Tail  Huh  9 
1  an  nuu  ^ 

A 

o 
c. 

7 

o 

1 

17 

1881 

Tail  Hiih  1/9  Trancitinnal  Hio 
1  ail  nuu  1/^,  1 1  ai lolliui lai  uie 

0 

0 
U 

U 

U 

o 

2 
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o 
d. 

0 

d. 

q 
O 
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/ 

o 

o 

17 
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1 
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d 

U 

/I 

4 

8 
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A 

4 
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D 

b 

29 
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D 
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o 

do 
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28 
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4 

3 

7 

4 

4 

99 
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4 

6 

9 

2 

5 

26 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 
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2 

6 

10 

7 

4 

29 
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3 

4 

11 

3 

8 

29 
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5 

9 

17 

5 

3 
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The  LSCC  Email  Newsletter:  The  E-Gobrecht 

LSCC  will  start  an  e-mail  newsletter  as  an  information  service  thanks  to  a 
suggestion  by  Michael  Fey  at  the  2004  Annual  Meeting  in  Pittsburgh.  The  basic  idea 
is  that  members  will  provide  information  to  the  E-Gobrecht  editor  who  will  then 
compile  and  distribute  it  to  those  on  the  e-mail  address  listing.  That  information  could 
be  anything  related  to  Liberty  Seated  coinage  or  anything  about  club  activities. 
Topics  for  discussion  might  include  preliminary  announcements  of  newly  discovered 
varieties,  information  about  Seated  coinage  at  auction,  the  availability  of  Seated 
coins  at  shows,  events  involving  LSCC  members,  links  to  other  numismatic  internet 
websites,  reports  on  interesting  coins  that  have  been  cherrypicked,  upcoming 
meetings  or  gatherings  of  club  members,  counterfeits  seen  or  found,  numismatic 
stories  about  Seated  coinage  or  any  other  interesting  facts  about  1 9'^  century  Seated 
coinage.  The  E-Gobrecht  will  not  take  the  place  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal  but  it  will 
supplement  it  by  providing  a  quick  way  to  distribute  new  information  and  help  us  all 
better  understand  the  interests  and  collecting  goals  of  other  members. 

This  service  is  free  of  charge!  To  sign  up  for  the  newsletter,  please  send  your  e-mail 
address  with  the  word  "E-Gobrecht"  in  the  subject  line  to  Bill  Bugert,  the  E-Gobrecht 
editor,  at  wb8cpy@arrl.net .  Anyone  can  be  added  or  deleted  from  the  E-Gobrecht 
list  upon  request.  The  first  issue  will  be  sent  by  e-mail  in  January  2005  and  the 
frequency  of  distribution  will  depend  upon  the  material  received. 

To  protect  everyone's  privacy,  subscriber  e-mail  addresses  will  remain  private  and 
the  E-Gobrecht  editor  will  not  release  any  names  or  e-mail  addresses.  The  E- 
Gobrecht  will  be  mailed  to  an  undisclosed  address  listing  so  that  no  one,  except  the 
editor,  will  know  who  is  on  the  distribution  list. 

The  success  of  this  e-mail  newsletter  depends  on  input  from  the  members.  The 
club  officers  ask  that  you  help  make  this  effort  a  success  by  contributing  to  the 
newsletter.  Please  take  a  few  moments  every  month  to  send  a  few  comments  about 
your  experiences  with  Seated  coinage  to  the  E-Gobrecht  editor  by  e-mail  at 
wb8cpy@arrl.net  or  by  telephone  at  (717)  337-0229. 

Bill  Bugert 

A  E-Gobrecht  Editor 


On  the  Cover 

The  covers  of  this  issue  show  pictures  of  the  mint  state  1858-S  quarter  from  the 
Richmond  Collection  that  has  been  certified  NGC  MS-62.  This  piece  is  the  finest 
known  example  of  this  date  and  it  will  be  offered  for  sale  by  David  Lawrence  Rare 
Coins  in  March  2005. 

This  coin  is  an  example  of  the  Briggs  2-B  variety  as  described  in  the  Briggs 
encyclopedia  on  the  Seated  quarter  series.  It  has  a  level  date  that  is  centered  in  the 
field  between  the  rocky  base  and  the  denticles  below.  The  San  Francisco  mintmark 
on  the  reverse  is  centered  over  the  gap  between  the  R  and  D  in  the  denomination 
QUAR.  DOL.  The  upper  serif  of  the  Large  S  mintmark  just  touches  the  branch  stem 
and  the  lower  edge  of  the  mintmark  is  about  the  same  distance  from  the  R  and  D. 

This  same  coin  was  certified  as  PCGS  MS-62  when  it  was  sold  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  in  their  Rarities  Sale  of  August  1 995.  The  PCGS  and  NGC  certifications  of  this 
coin  represent  the  only  two  mint  state  appearances  of  this  date  in  the  combined 
population  reports  as  of  March  2004. 

^  ^  ^  The  Editor 
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An  Analysis  for  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  San  Francisco  branch  mint  was  established  in  1854  and  began  producing 
gold  and  silver  coins  from  precious  metals  during  the  middle  of  the  1 9'^  century.  The 
No  Motto  San  Francisco  quarters  represent  a  set  of  1 0  pieces  that  were  struck  during 
the  first  decade  of  silver  coinage  at  this  western  mint.  This  set  begins  with  the  1 855-S 
coin  and  ends  with  the  1 865-S  coin  that  was  being  struck  as  the  Civil  War  came  to  an 
end.  These  early  San  Francisco  quarters  circulated  freely  in  the  west  and  are  usually 
encountered  today  in  average  circulated  grades.  All  of  these  issues  become  very 
scarce  in  XF  and  higher  grades  and  they  are  all  rare  in  mint  state.  But  I  believe  that 
the  true  rarity  of  many  of  these  issues  is  not  fully  appreciated  and  I  will  show  that  even 
the  famous  collections  did  not  contain  high  grade  examples  of  all  of  the  dates  in  this 
ten  piece  branch  mint  set. 

Table  1  provides  a  listing  for  31  sets  of  early  San  Francisco  quarters  that  were 
offered  at  auction  overthe  past  forty  years.  This  listing  does  not  include  all  of  the  early 
San  Francisco  quarters  sold  during  these  years  since  an  auction  was  listed  only  if  it 
contained  at  least  five  pieces  from  this  branch  mint  set.  The  listing  starts  with  the 
World's  Greatest  Collection  Sale  of  1 945  to  show  the  quality  of  this  famous  collection. 
It  also  contains  coinsfrom  many  otherfamous  sales  including  the  Miles,  Stack,  Hawn, 
Norweb  and  Eliasberg  auctions.  The  data  shows  that  early  San  Francisco  quarters 
were  usually  offered  in  circulated  grades  and  that  mint  state  pieces  were  often  not 
available.  The  listing  contains  22  complete  sets  often  coins  along  with  nine  partial 
sets  of  at  least  five  coins. 


1860-S  Quarter  in  AU-58  from  Richmond  Collection 
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Table  1 

No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets  at  Auction 

1.  World's  Greatest  Collection  Sale  by  Numismatic  Gallery.  March  1945.  The 
1855-S  coin  was  described  as  AU  while  the  1862-S  coin  was  called  a  splendid 
Uncirculated  coin. 

2.  Samuel  W.  Wolfson  Sale  by  Stack's.  May  1963.  The  1861-S  and  1862-S  coins 
were  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  1857-S  coin  was  called  About 
Uncirculated.  The  1858-S  coin  was  called  Extremely  Fine  and  choice. 

3.  The  Century  Sale  by  Paramount.  April  1 965.  The  1 857-S  and  1 858-S  coins  were 
described  as  AU.  The  1 860-S  coin  was  called  EF-AU.  The  1 865-S  coin  was  called 
Extremely  Fine. 

4.  Grant  Pierce  Sale  by  Stack's.  May  1965.  The  1855-S  coin  was  described  as  a 
magnificent  Brilliant  Proof.  The  1 856-S  coin  was  called  Brilliant  Uncirculated  while 
the  1861-S  coin  was  called  a  choice  Extremely  Fine. 

5.  Nicholson  Family  Sale  by  Stack's.  June  1967.  The  1864-S  coin  was  described 
as  choice  XF. 

6.  R.L.  IVIiles  Sale  by  Stack's.  April  1969.  The  1855-S,  1 856-S,  1858-S,  1862-S, 
1 864-S  and  1 865-S  coins  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  It  was  also 
noted  that  the  mint  state  1 858-S  coin  had  a  curious  rectangular  counterstamp  to 
the  left  of  the  date.  The  1857-S  and  1861-S  coins  were  described  as  About 
Uncirculated. 

7.  George  C.  Slawson  Sale  by  Stack's.  April  1 970.  The  1 855-S  coin  was  described 
as  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

8.  The  1970  ANA  Sale  by  the  Rare  Coin  Company  of  America.  August  1970.  The 
1858-S  and  1862-S  coins  were  described  as  Uncirculated. 


Grade  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters  in  Set 
Collection  Number 


Date 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1855-S 

50 

30 

12 

63 

12 

60 

60 

25 

1 856-S 

18 

12 

60 

8 

60 

8 

25 

1857-S 

12 

55 

50 

20 

20 

50 

8 

25 

1858-S 

20 

45 

50 

12 

12 

60 

3 

60 

1859-S 

12 

20 

4 

40 

6 

30 

1 860-S 

10 

45 

3 

40 

6 

12 

1861-S 

12 

60 

12 

40 

20 

50 

4 

40 

1862-S 

60 

60 

12 

60 

4 

60 

1864-S 

20 

12 

45 

60 

8 

35 

1 865-S 

20 

40 

18 

20 

60 

4 

40 
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No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets  at  Auction 

9.  H.  Philip  Speir  Sale  by  Stack's.  March  1974.  The  1855-S,  1856-S,  1857-S, 
1862-S  and  1865-S  coins  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

10.  James  A.  Stack  Sale  by  Stack's.  March  1975.  The  1857-S,  1862-S  and 
1865-S  coins  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  1861-S  coin  was 
called  AU. 

11.  The  1976  ANA  Sale  by  Stack's.  August  1976.  The  1858-S  and  1864-S  coins 
were  described  as  XF. 

12.  William  H.  Fenn  Sale  by  Stack's.  October  1 976.  The  1 855-S  and  1 857-S  coins 
were  described  as  XF. 

13.  Reed  Hawn  Sale  by  Stack's.  March  1977.  The  1855-S,  1856-S,  1857-S, 
1862-S,  1864-S  and  1865-S  coins  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

14.  The  Robison  Sale  by  Stack's.  February  1982.  The  1855-S,  1856-S,  1857-S, 
1862-S  and  1864-S  coins  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The 
1858-S  coin  was  described  as  About  Uncirculated. 

15.  Great  Eastern  Sale  by  Kagin's.  October  1 983.  The  1 856-S  coin  was  described 
as  Choice  EF-45. 

16.  The  September  Sale  by  Stack's.  September  1985.  The  1860-S  coin  was 
described  as  VF. 


Grade  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters  in  Set 
Collection  Number 


Date 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1855-S 

60 

45 

25 

40 

60 

60 

20 

4 

1856-S 

60 

40 

12 

10 

60 

60 

45 

4 

1857-S 

60 

60 

8 

40 

60 

60 

30 

4 

1858-S 

40 

40 

10 

50 

30 

10 

1859-S 

40 

12 

12 

40 

20 

10 

1860-S 

20 

12 

8 

12 

30 

20 

1861-S 

50 

8 

15 

40 

30 

18 

1862-S 

60 

60 

20 

12 

60 

60 

18 

1864-S 

30 

40 

8 

60 

60 

8 

8 

1865-S 

60 

60 

20 

20 

60 

20 

20 

12 
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No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets  at  Auction 

1 7.  Auction  '86.  July  1 986.The  1 855-S  coin  was  described  as  Choice  Proof-63+ . 
The  1861-S  coin  was  called  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  1862-S  coin  was  called 
a  Brilliant  Uncirculated  gem.  The  1864-S  coin  was  called  Choice  Brilliant 
Uncirculated. 

18.  Westchester  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  February  1987.  The  1864-S  coin 
was  called  AU-50. 

19.  Norweb  II  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  March  1988.  The  1 855-S  coin  was 
called  MS-63  to  64.  The  1862-S  coin  was  called  AU-58.  The  1856-S  and 

1861-  S  coins  were  called  AU-55.  The  1865-S  coin  was  called  AU-50. 

20.  Sale  of  United  States  Coins  by  Stack's.  June  1989.  The  1862-S  coin  was 
described  as  Fully  XF  while  the  1864-S  coin  was  described  as  XF. 

21 .  Chris  Schenkel  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  November  1 990.  The  1 857-S  and 
1 865-S  coins  were  called  MS-60.  The  1 855-S,  1 856-S,  1 858-S  and  1 864-S  coins 
were  described  as  EF-45. 

22.  Sale  of  United  States  Coins  by  Stack's.  January  1991.  The  1 855-S  and 
1860-S  coins  were  described  as  AU.  The  1859-S  coin  was  described  as  EF. 

23.  Sale  of  the  Charlotte  Collection  by  Stack's.  March  1991.  The  1 855-S  and 

1862-  S  coins  were  described  as  VF. 

24.  Premier  Sale  by  Superior.  January  1 995.  The  1 859-S  coin  was  described  as  VF. 


Grade  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters  in  Set 
Collection  Number 


Date 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 855-S 

63 

45 

63 

20 

45 

50 

20 

8 

1856-S 

40 

55 

4 

45 

4 

5 

1 857-S 

30 

40 

20 

60 

20 

4 

5 

1 858-S 

30 

30 

20 

45 

12 

8 

8 

1859-S 

40 

45 

20 

12 

40 

3 

20 

1860-S 

40 

12 

20 

40 

50 

12 

5 

1861-S 

60 

55 

10 

35 

20 

4 

8 

1862-S 

65 

58 

45 

40 

20 

20 

8 

1 864-S 

63 

50 

30 

40 

45 

20 

12 

8 

1865-S 

50 

50 

15 

60 

35 

12 

12 

40 


No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets  at  Auction 

25.  King  of  Siam  Sale  by  Superior.  January  1996.  The  1856-S  coin  was  called 
MS-61. 

26.  Gainsborougli  II  Sale  by  Superior.  February  1 997.  The  1 856-S  coin  was  called 
MS-64  while  the  1857-S  and  1865-S  coins  were  called  MS-63. 

27.  Eliasberg  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  April  1997.  The  1857-S  and  1864-S 
coins  were  described  as  MS-66.  The  1862-S  coin  was  called  MS-64  while  the 
1855-S  and  1865-S  coins  were  called  MS-63.  The  1856-S  and  1858-S  coins 
were  called  AU-58.  The  1859-S  coin  was  called  AU-55. 

28.  Briggs  Collection  in  the  Long  Beach  Sale  by  Heritage.  September  1 999.  The 
1857-S  coin  was  called  AU-55.  The  1856-S  coin  was  called  AU-53. 

29.  Kardatzke  Sale  by  Ira  &  Larry  Goldberg.  February  2000.  The  1 858-S  coin  was 
called  XF-45. 

30.  James  C.  Gray  Collection  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena.  July  2004.  The 
1860-S  coin  has  been  certified  NGC  MS-61 .  The  1855-S,  1856-S,  1857-S,  1862-S 
and  1865-S  coins  have  all  been  certified  as  AU-58.  The  rare  1858-S  and  1861-S 
coins  have  been  certified  as  NGC  AU-50. 

31 .  Richmond  Collection  Sale  by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins.  March  2005.  This 
sale  contains  the  unique  1855-S  quarter  in  Proof-63.  The  1855-S,  1856-S, 
1857-S,  1862-S,  1864-S  and  1865-S  coins  have  all  been  certified  by  NGC  in 
grades  from  MS-63  to  MS-65.  The  extremely  rare  mint  state  1858-S  coin  has 
been  certified  as  NGC  MS-62.  The  1 860-S  coin  has  been  certified  as  NGC  AU-58. 
The  1859-S  coin  has  been  certified  NGC  AU-53.  This  is  a  magnificent  collection 
of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  quarters. 


Grade  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters  in  Set 
Collection  Number 


Date 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1855-S 

50 

50 

63 

25 

40 

58 

63 

1856-S 

61 

64 

58 

53 

20 

58 

64 

1857-S 

58 

63 

66 

55 

40 

58 

64 

1858-S 

15 

55 

58 

40 

45 

50 

62 

1859-S 

50 

50 

55 

12 

20 

40 

53 

1860-S 

20 

20 

15 

12 

40 

61 

58 

1861-S 

30 

15 

15 

40 

12 

50 

45 

1862-S 

55 

60 

64 

50 

20 

58 

63 

1864-S 

55 

60 

66 

20 

35 

45 

63 

1865-S 

30 

63 

63 

30 

30 

58 

65 
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Table  2  provides  the  grade  distribution  for  the  31  sets  of  San  Francisco  quarters 
listed  in  Table  1 .  This  table  shows  that  these  coins  appeared  in  a  wide  range  of 
circulated  grades  as  well  as  mint  state.  For  these  auctions  it  was  found  that  six  of  the 
ten  dates  appeared  in  mint  state  grades  at  least  7  times.  This  would  mean  that  these 
six  dates  would  be  available  in  mint  state  often  enough  for  a  collector  to  have  a 
reasonable  opportunity  to  obtain  them  in  this  condition.  This  leaves  the  1 858-S,  1 859-S, 
1 860-S  and  1 861  -S  quarters  that  are  so  rare  in  mint  state  that  a  collector  may  never  have 
the  opportunity  to  obtain  them  in  these  grades.  The  Speir  Sale  in  1 974  and  the  Hawn 
Sale  in  1 977  contained  only  mint  state  coins.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  both  of 
these  collectors  were  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  acquire  examples  of  all  ten  of  these 
No  Motto  quarters  in  mint  state.  Table  1  shows  that  neither  of  these  collectors  was 
able  to  purchase  any  of  the  four  rare  dates  in  uncirculated  condition.  This  table  also 
shows  that  the  Eliasberg  Collection  contained  some  magnificent  early  San  Francisco 
quarters  but  none  of  the  four  rare  dates  appeared  in  mint  state.  One  can  only 
conclude  from  this  data  that  some  of  the  early  San  Francisco  quarters  are  prohibi- 
tively rare  in  mint  state. 

Table  2 

Grade  Distribution  for  31  Sets  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters 


G-VG 

FINE 

VF 

XF 

AU 

UNC 

Date 

4-10 

12-15 

20-35 

40-45 

50-58 

60+ 

Total 

1855-S 

2 

2 

7 

5 

5 

10 

31 

1856-S 

7 

3 

2 

4 

4 

8 

28 

1857-S 

5 

1 

7 

3 

6 

8 

30 

1 858-S 

5 

4 

5 

6 

5 

3 

28 

1 859-S 

4 

5 

6 

7 

4 

0 

26 

1 860-S 

4 

8 

6 

5 

2 

1 

26 

1861-S 

5 

7 

5 

5 

4 

2 

28 

1862-S 

2 

3 

4 

2 

4 

12 

27 

1864-S 

5 

2 

7 

5 

2 

7 

28 

1865-S 

1 

5 

10 

2 

3 

8 

29 

Table  3  shows  the  number  of  coins  at  various  grade  levels  for  the  31  sets  of  early 
San  Francisco  quarters.  Only  one  set  had  as  many  as  7  coins  in  mint  state.  This  is  the 
Richmond  Collection  that  is  scheduled  to  be  auctioned  by  David  Lawrence  Rare 
Coins  in  March  2005.  Only  the  Miles  and  Hawn  Collections  had  6  of  the  ten  dates  in 
mint  state.  The  table  also  shows  that  only  one  set  had  as  many  as  9  coins  in  grades 
of  AU  or  higher.  This  again  is  the  Richmond  Collection  with  all  of  the  dates  except  the 
1 861  -S  appearing  in  AU  or  better  grades.  There  were  four  other  sets  with  8  of  the  ten 
coins  in  AU  or  higher  grades.  These  are  the  Miles,  Gainsborough,  Eliasberg  and  Gray 
Collections.  This  table  also  shows  that  there  were  only  three  sets  with  all  ten  coins  in 
grades  of  XF  or  higher.  These  are  the  Miles,  Gray  and  Richmond  Collections.  This 
data  clearly  identifies  the  Richmond  Collection  as  containing  the  best  set  of  early  San 
Francisco  quarters. 
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Table  3 

Number  of  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets  at  Grade  Level 


Number 

Grade  Level 

of  Coins 

Vr-ZO  + 

Ar-*IU+ 

AU-OU  + 

MQ.An4- 

10 

4 

3 

0 

0 

9 

7 

0 

1 

0 

8 

4 

5 

4 

0 

7 

2 

1 

0 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

6 

0 

o 

4 

4 

1 

4 

1 

■4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

4 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

0 

0 

3 

9 

13 

Total 

31 

31 

31 

31 

Table  4  provides  data  from  the  22  complete  sets  of  early  San  Francisco  quarters 
in  order  to  estimate  the  relative  rarity  of  the  different  dates  within  this  set.  It  is 
understood  that  not  every  collector  is  trying  to  purchase  the  best  available  coins  of 
each  date  in  the  series.  Each  collector  will  choose  a  grade  and  attempt  to  obtain 
examples  at  his  chosen  grade  level.  Those  dates  that  generally  appear  in  the  lower 
grades  would  be  more  difficultto  obtain  atthe  desired  grade  level.  Data  was  obtained 
by  ranking  the  grades  of  the  ten  coins  within  each  set.  The  coin  with  the  highest  grade 
would  be  given  a  rank  of  1  while  the  coin  with  the  lowest  grade  would  be  given  a  rank 
of  1 0.  For  each  set  the  ten  coins  were  then  assigned  a  rank  from  1  to  1 0.  Ties  were 
handled  by  averaging  the  ranks  together  for  all  of  those  coins  with  the  same  grade. 
After  the  ranks  were  assigned  to  all  of  the  dates  in  the  22  sets,  the  average  rank  was 
obtained  for  each  of  the  ten  dates.  Table  4  shows  that  the  1 859-S,  1 860-S  and  1 861  -S 
quarters  had  the  highest  average  ranks  and  therefore  generally  appeared  in  the  lower 
grades  within  each  set. 


Table  4 

Rank  of  Dates  in  Ten  Piece  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets 

Average       Frequency  of      Frequency  of 
Date  Rank        Lowest  Grade    Highest  Grade 


1855-S 

4.34 

0.33 

3.37 

1856-S 

5.55 

1.67 

2.37 

1857-S 

4.61 

1.17 

3.02 

1858-S 

5.66 

2.00 

2.17 

1 859-S 

7.27 

4.00 

1.00 

1 860-S 

7.59 

8.33 

2.00 

1861-S 

6.86 

4.00 

0.00 

1862-S 

3.89 

0.00 

3.70 

1864-S 

4.84 

0.50 

2.37 

1865-S 

4.39 

0.00 

2.00 

Total 

22.00 

22.00 
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Each  of  the  22  complete  sets  was  then  examined  to  see  which  date  appeared  in 
the  lowest  grade.  If  in  a  given  set  the  1 861  -S  quarter  appeared  in  the  lowest  grade, 
a  count  of  1  was  recorded  for  that  date.  If  in  a  set  the  1 859-S  and  1 860-S  quarters  were 
tied  with  the  lowest  grade,  a  count  of  was  recorded  for  each  date.  Multiple  ties  were 
handled  in  a  similar  manner.  These  counts  were  recorded  for  each  of  the  22  sets  and 
presented  in  Table  4.  This  table  shows  that  the  1 860-S  quarter  appeared  in  the  lowest 
grade  in  almost  40%  of  these  sets.  This  information  would  indicate  that  the  1 860-S 
quarter  is  the  most  difficult  of  the  ten  coins  to  obtain.  This  conclusion  is  supported  by 
the  listing  in  Table  2  showing  that  this  date  appeared  in  grades  of  AU  and  above  only 
three  times  in  the  31  collections.  A  similar  tabulation  was  made  for  the  coin  with  the 
highest  grade  in  each  of  the  ten  coin  sets.  This  data  shows  that  none  of  the  dates 
appeared  more  than  a  few  times  in  the  highest  grade  within  their  sets. 

Table  2  shows  that  the  1 858-S,  1 859-S,  1 860-S  and  1 861  -S  quarters  were  the  most 
difficult  to  obtain  in  mint  state  within  this  ten  coin  set.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  study 
the  rarity  of  these  four  dates  among  themselves.  An  examination  of  the  31  sets  of  San 
Francisco  quarters  in  Table  1  will  show  that  there  were  25  sets  that  contained 
examples  of  all  four  rare  dates.  Table  5  compares  the  grades  of  the  four  rare  date 
quarters  within  each  set  to  establish  a  relative  rarity  among  these  dates.  This  table 
shows  the  number  of  times  that  each  date  appeared  in  the  highest  or  lowest  grade 
within  the  25  sets.  The  fractions  occur  because  of  ties  within  a  set  for  the  highest  and 
lowest  grade.  The  table  shows  that  the  1 858-S  quarter  appeared  in  the  highest  grade 
in  about  half  of  the  25  four  coin  sets  while  the  1 860-S  quarter  appeared  in  the  lowest 
grade  about  40%  of  the  time. 

Table  5 

Rare  Date  Four  Coin  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarter  Sets 


Highest  Grade  Lowest  Grade 


Date 

Frequency 

Date 

Frequency 

1 858-S 

12.17 

1 858-S 

3.50 

1 859-S 

2.83 

1 859-S 

5.50 

1 860-S 

5.17 

1 860-S 

9.50 

1861-S 

4.83 

1861-S 

6.50 

Total 

25.00 

25.00 

A  final  analysis  on  this  auction  data  was  a  paired  comparison  of  the  rarest  four 
dates  in  the  ten  coin  sets.  Whenever  two  of  these  dates  appeared  together  in  the  31 
sets,  a  count  of  1  was  recorded  for  the  date  with  the  higher  grade  for  that  pair.  When 
the  grades  were  identical  for  that  pair,  the  count  was  split  between  the  two  dates.  The 
results  of  this  analysis  are  given  in  Table  6.  The  table  shows  that  the  1 858-S  and  1 860-S 
quarters  appeared  together  in  the  same  set  26  times.  The  1 858-S  quarter  appeared 
in  the  higher  grade  17  times  and  it  was  tied  for  the  higher  grade  2  more  times  for  a 
total  count  of  1 8.0.  This  information  would  indicate  that  the  1 860-S  quarter  is  the  rarer 
of  the  two  dates.  The  table  also  shows  that  the  1 858-S  quarter  appeared  in  the  higher 
grade  more  frequently  than  the  1 859-S  quarter.  Paired  comparisons  among  the 
1 859-S,  1 860-S  and  1861-S  quarters  indicate  that  they  all  appeared  in  the  higher 
grade  at  about  the  same  frequency. 
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Table  6 

Paired  Comparison  by  Grade  for  Rare  Date 
No  IVIotto  San  Francisco  Quarters 


Higher  Grade  in  Set 


Date 

Frequency 

Date 

Frequency 

Total 

1858-S 

17.5 

1859-S 

8.5 

26 

1858-S 

18.0 

1860-S 

8.0 

26 

1858-S 

15.0 

1861-S 

12.0 

27 

1859-S 

14.0 

1860-S 

12.0 

26 

1859-S 

12.0 

1861-S 

13.0 

25 

1860-S 

13.0 

1861-S 

12.0 

25 

Another  way  to  examine  rarity  for  a  given  series  is  to  study  the  certified  populations 
for  the  dates  within  the  set.  Census  data  was  therefore  obtained  for  the  NGC  and 
PCGS  populations  as  of  March  2004.  The  grade  distribution  of  these  combined 
populations  for  the  ten  No  Motto  San  Francisco  quarters  is  shown  in  Table  7.  This 
information  is  similar  to  the  auction  data  showing  a  wide  range  of  grades  for  each  of 
the  ten  dates  with  extreme  rarity  evident  for  the  1 858-S,  1 859-S,  1 860-S  and  1 861  -S 
quarters  in  mint  state.  These  four  dates  also  show  the  fewest  number  of  certified  coins 
among  the  ten  dates  in  the  early  San  Francisco  quarter  set. 

Table  7 

NGC  and  PCGS  No  Motto  San  Francisco  Quarters 

Grade 


G-VF 

XF 

AU 

MS 

Date 

4-35 

40-45 

50-58 

60-1- 

Total 

1855-S 

7 

6 

14 

15 

42 

1856-S 

6 

5 

13 

9 

33 

1857-S 

4 

6 

33 

16 

59 

1858-S 

7 

9 

3 

2 

21 

1859-S 

3 

11 

6 

0 

20 

1 860-S 

8 

3 

4 

1 

16 

1861-S 

14 

9 

7 

0 

30 

1862-S 

6 

5 

12 

20 

43 

1864-S 

23 

4 

3 

13 

43 

1865-S 

9 

7 

8 

26 

50 

Total 

87 

65 

103 

102 

357 

The  analysis  presented  with  this  article  demonstrates  that  the  Richmond  Collec- 
tion contains  the  finest  set  of  early  San  Francisco  quarters  among  the  31  collections 
listed  in  Table  1 .  The  overall  quality  of  this  set  will  be  examined  using  the  Percentile 
Ranking  system.  In  this  system  each  of  the  coins  is  rated  relative  to  the  certified 
populationsfortheirdates.  Each  of  theten  coins  in  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been 
certified  by  NGC  so  that  they  appear  in  the  population  statistics.  The  Percentile 
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Ranking  system  is  illustrated  in  Table  8  for  the  Richmond  coins.  For  example,  the 
1 855-S  quarter  in  the  set  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-63.  There  are  42  coins  in  the 
combined  NGC  and  PCGS  populations  with  37  of  them  graded  MS-63  or  less.  This 
gives  a  Percentile  Ranking  of  88.10%  for  the  1 855-S  quarter.  A  similar  calculation  is 
performed  for  each  of  the  ten  coins  in  the  Richmond  Collection.  Table  8  shows  that  four 
of  the  ten  coins  are  ranked  within  the  upper  5  percent  of  their  certified  populations  with 
the  1 858-S  quarter  equal  to  the  finest  certified.  The  average  grade  for  this  ten  coin  set 
is  a  rather  ordinary  looking  MS-60  but  the  average  Percentile  Ranking  is  89.26%.  If  every 
coin  in  a  set  had  a  certified  grade  equal  to  the  highest  grade  for  its  date  in  the  certified 
population,  the  set  would  have  a  perfect  average  Percentile  Ranking  of  100%. 

Table  8 


Percentile  Ranking  for  Coins  in  Richmond  Collection 


Certified 

Number 

Number  at 

Percentile 

Date 

Grade 

Certified 

Grade  or  Below 

Ranking 

1 855-S 

63 

42 

37 

88.10 

1856-S 

64 

33 

32 

96.97 

1857-S 

64 

59 

58 

98.31 

1 858-S 

62 

21 

21 

100.00 

1859-S 

53 

20 

16 

80.00 

1860-S 

58 

16 

15 

93.75 

1861-S 

45 

30 

23 

76.67 

1862-S 

63 

43 

38 

88.37 

1864-S 

63 

43 

32 

74.42 

1865-S 

65 

50 

48 

96.00 

Average 

60.0 

89.26 

A  listing  will  now  be  made  identifying  some  of  the  finest  examples  of  these  early 
San  Francisco  quarters  that  have  appeared  at  auction.  While  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  even  better  examples  will  surface  in  the  future,  this  listing  will  provide  a  reference 
for  the  finest  specimens  that  have  appeared  at  auction  in  recent  years. 

1 855-S  Quarter 

Lot  #655  in  the  Grant  Pierce  sale  was  an  1 855-S  quarter  described  as  a 
magnificent  Brilliant  Proof  and  the  Finest  Known  1 855-S  Quarter.  This  coin  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  quarter  dollar  minted  in  California  and  sent  by  Robert  A.  Birdsall, 
Superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  to  the  W.W.  Long  Museum.  The  piece  was 
obtained  from  the  Long  Museum  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris  and  sold  at  public  auction  in 
1886.  Followings  its  appearance  in  the  Grant  Pierce  sale,  the  coin  appeared  in  the 
Donald  Groves  sale  by  Stack's  in  November  1974  where  it  was  again  described  as 
a  magnificent  Brilliant  Proof.  This  coin  then  appeared  as  Lot  #1615  by  Paramount 
in  Auction  '86  where  it  was  described  as  a  Choice  Proof-63-F .  It  also  appeared  in  the 
Rarities  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  August  1 998  where  it  was  described  as  PCGS 
Proof-63.  This  coin  currently  resides  in  the  Richmond  Collection  and  will  appear  in  the 
auction  by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins  in  March  2005. 
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Several  choice  mint  state  coins  of  this  date  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the 
years.  A  piece  described  as  NGC  MS-65  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  their 
Phillip  Flannagan  sale  of  December  2001 .  However  it  should  be  noted  that  this  same 
coin  was  described  as  MS-63  in  the  Eliasberg  sale  in  April  1997. 

1856-  S  Quarter 

Mint  state  examples  of  this  date  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  years.  The 
Grant  Pierce  sale,  the  R.L  Miles  sale,  the  Philip  Speir  sale,  the  Reed  Hahn  sale  and 
the  Robison  sale  all  contained  coins  of  this  date  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 
The  piece  in  the  Gainsborough  II  sale  was  described  as  MS-64  while  the  specimen 
in  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-64. 

1857-  S  Quarter 

At  least  two  gem  uncirculated  specimens  are  known  for  this  date.  Lot  #1 467  from 
the  Eliasberg  sale  was  described  as  an  Unbelievable  1857-S  Quarter,  MS-66, 
prooflike,  possible  branch  mint  proof  and  the  finest  known.  Lot  #1676  from  the 
Rarcoa  section  of  Auction  '88  was  described  as  a  Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
1 857-S  Quarter.  Frosty  and  pristine,  this  piece  must  certainly  rank  as  the  finest  known 
specimen.  Interestingly,  this  piece  is  from  the  James  A.  Stack  sale  of  March  1975 
where  it  was  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  absolutely  superb.  The  piece 
from  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-64. 

1858-  S  Quarter 

The  1858-S  quarter  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state  and  is  most  often  seen  in 
circulated  grades.  A  piece  certified  as  PCGS  MS-62  appeared  in  the  Rarities  Sale  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  in  August  1995.  This  same  piece  has  recently  been  certified  as 
NGC  MS-62  and  now  resides  in  the  Richmond  Collection.  It  will  be  offered  at  auction 
by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins  in  March  2005. 

The  coin  in  the  Miles  sale  was  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated  but  with  a  curious 
rectangular  counterstamp  to  the  left  of  the  date  with  the  word  "MINT"  in  block  letters. 
The  coin  in  the  1 970  ANA  Sale  was  described  as  Uncirculated  with  original  mint  luster. 

The  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  sale  was  described  as  AU-58.  The  coin  in  the  Gainsborough 
II  sale  was  described  as  AU-55. 

1 859-  S  Quarter 

The  1859-S  quarter  is  currently  unknown  in  mint  state  and  this  date  has  appeared 
In  well  circulated  grades  in  most  of  thefamous  collections.  The  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  sale 
was  described  as  AU-55,  sharply  struck  and  quite  lustrous.  The  coin  in  the  Richmond 
Collection  has  been  certified  NGC  AU-53.  The  coin  in  the  Gainsborough  II  sale  was 
described  as  AU.  The  Norweb  coin  was  described  as  EF-45  with  pleasing  blue  and 
golden  toning.  This  date  has  proven  to  be  very  elusive  in  even  nice  circulated  grades. 

1860-  S  Quarter 

The  1860-S  quarter  is  extremely  rare  in  AU  grades  and  virtually  impossible  to 
obtain  in  mint  state.  The  only  known  mint  state  specimen  of  this  date  is  a  coin  certified 
as  NGC  MS-61  that  appeared  in  the  James  C.  Gray  sale  in  July  2004.  The  piece  was 
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described  as  having  surfaces  that  are  softly  frosted  with  a  mostly  even  overlay  of 
golden  gray  patina.  This  coin  is  from  the  Stack's  sale  of  September  1 989  where  it  was 
described  as  About  Uncirculated  with  frosty  luster  and  pale  golden  toning. 

The  coin  from  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  AU-58.  This  coin 
is  a  beautiful  example  of  this  rarity  in  an  exceptionally  high  state  of  preservation.  The 
coin  in  the  January  1991  sale  by  Stack's  was  described  as  About  Uncirculated  with 
a  few  small  contact  marks  on  the  obverse  and  a  small  reverse  rim  bruise.  The  coin 
in  The  Century  sale  was  described  as  EF-AU.  The  1 860-S  quarter  is  extremely  elusive 
in  even  nice  circulated  grades. 

1 861 -  S  Quarter 

This  date  is  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  in  mint  state  and  no  coins  have  been 
certified  in  these  grades  by  NGC  or  PCGS.  However  this  date  has  appeared  several 
times  at  auction  in  this  state  of  preservation.  A  coin  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
appeared  in  the  Samuel  Wolfson  sale  in  May  1963.  This  same  coin  appeared  in  the 
Stadiem-Gardner  sale  by  Stack's  in  February  1965.  This  coin  appeared  again  in 
Stack's  section  of  Auction  '86  where  it  was  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated, 
strongly  struck  from  a  very  rusty  obverse  die  with  die  breaks  around  both  sides. 

The  coin  in  the  Nonweb  sale  was  described  as  AU-55  with  creamy  golden  toning 
punctuated  by  some  mottled  darker  toning  in  a  few  areas.  The  coin  in  the  Miles  sale 
was  described  as  About  Uncirculated  and  choice.  The  coin  in  the  James  A.  Stack 
sale  was  described  as  About  Uncirculated  with  pale  purple  and  pink  toning.  The 
coin  in  the  James  C.  Gray  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  AU-50.  This  coin  is 
from  the  Stack's  sale  of  June  1 985  where  it  was  described  as  Extremely  Fine.  This 
is  another  San  Francisco  date  in  the  series  that  is  extremely  elusive  in  even  nice 
circulated  grades. 

1862-  S  Quarter 

This  issue  is  rare  in  uncirculated  condition  but  it  has  appeared  at  auction  in  mint 
state  grades  a  number  of  times.  A  piece  in  the  Rarcoa  section  of  Auction  '82  was 
described  as  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  An  example  in  Stack's  section  of  Auction  '86 
was  described  as  a  Brilliant  Uncirculated  gem.  The  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  sale  was 
described  as  MS-64.  The  piece  in  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC 
MS-63.  Examples  in  the  Wolfson,  Miles,  Speir,  Stack,  Hawn  and  Robison  sales  were 
all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  This  issue  is  certainly  not  as  scarce  in  mint 
state  as  the  four  previous  San  Francisco  dates  and  would  be  available  to  the  collector 
interested  in  obtaining  an  example  in  mint  state. 

1864-S  Quarter 

While  this  issue  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  rare  date,  a  number  of  mint  state 
examples  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  years.  The  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  sale 
was  described  as  MS-66,  a  spectacular  gem  and  by  far  the  finest  known.  The 
example  in  Auction  '86  was  described  as  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  coin  in 
the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-63.  Examples  in  the  Miles, 
Hawn  and  Robison  sales  were  all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  While  a  rare 
date,  this  issue  is  not  as  difficult  to  find  in  mint  state  as  several  of  the  other  early  San 
Francisco  quarters. 
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1865-S  Quarter 

This  date  is  the  most  readily  available  of  the  early  San  Francisco  quarters  in  mint 
state.  A  number  of  gem  specimens  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  years.  An 
example  in  the  Paramount  section  of  Auction  '84  was  described  as  a  Superb  Gem 
Uncirculated  coin,  MS-67  with  lustrous  satin  surfaces  and  a  light  natural  golden 
toning.  The  same  coin  appeared  again  in  the  Paramount  section  of  Auction  '85.  An 
example  appeared  in  the  Akers  section  of  Auction  '89  and  was  described  as  Gem 
Uncirculated,  MS-65  with  original  frosty  surfaces  and  beautiful  light  to  medium  gold 
and  gray  toning.  The  coin  in  the  Richmond  Collection  has  been  certified  as  NGC  MS-65. 
The  coin  in  the  Eliasberg  sale  was  described  as  MS-63+ .  The  coin  in  the  Gainsborough 
II  sale  was  called  MS-63.  Examples  in  the  Miles,  Speir,  Stack  and  Hawn  sales  were 
all  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

It  would  not  have  been  possible  to  complete  this  research  project  without  the 
assistance  of  several  individuals  who  provided  information  in  support  of  this  analysis. 
I  would  specifically  like  to  thank  Win  Callender  of  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins  for 
providing  pictures  of  the  San  Francisco  quarters  from  the  Richmond  Collection,  Scott 
Mitchell  of  Stack's  for  providing  information  on  several  auctions  conducted  by  his 
firm  during  the  1 960s,  Len  Augsburgerfor  providing  information  on  some  of  the  more 
recent  auctions  in  his  database  and  Jerry  Wysong  for  providing  information  on  the 
PCGS  population  of  Seated  quarters. 

Numismatic  Theatre  Presentation  on  Seated  Coinage 

The  Numismatic  Theatre  is  a  popular  feature  of  the  ANA  Convention  that  gives 
attendees  a  chance  to  view  presentations  on  a  variety  of  numismatic  topics.  Among 
the  32  theatre  sessions  atthe  2004  Pittsburgh  convention  was  a  presentation  entitled 
"The  Beauty  and  History  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage"  by  club  members  Len  Augsburger 
and  Darrell  Low. 

The  two  presenters  spoke  on  various  aspects  of  Seated  coinage,  beginning  with 
a  biographical  portrait  of  Christian  Gobrecht  that  included  his  contributions  to  the 
engraving  of  medals,  patterns  and  regular  issue  United  States  coinage.  A  chronologi- 
cal approach  to  the  Seated  series  was  then  taken,  highlighting  the  impact  that 
economic  policies  and  historical  events  had  on  Seated  coinage.  Occasionally  the 
historical  narrative  was  supplemented  with  a  discussion  of  numismatic  topics  such 
as  the  New  Orleans  hoard  of  early  1840s  Seated  coinage  and  the  famous  hoard  of 
1 844  dimes.  A  pattern  issue,  the  1 854  Liberty  Seated  cent,  was  used  as  a  springboard 
to  discuss  minting  technology  of  the  era. 

No  presentation  on  Seated  coinage  would  be  complete  without  some  mention  of  the 
rare  issues  from  the  Carson  City  mint.  These  issues  were  highlighted  by  a  discussion 
of  a  prooflike  1870-CC  dollar,  one  of  the  first  coins  struck  at  this  historic  branch  mint. 

The  presenters  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  individuals  who  supplied  images  for 
the  presentation.  These  contributors  include  Steve  Liu,  Jeremy  Katz,  Rory  Rea  and 
Weimar  White  as  well  as  Christine  Karstedt  of  American  Numismatic  Rarities  and  Ed 
Jaster  of  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries. 

The  ANA  has  announced  that  it  will  make  all  of  the  Numismatic  Theatre  presenta- 
tions available  in  DVD  or  VHS  format  within  a  few  months. 

Len  Augsburger 
LSCC  #1271 
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Report  on  31^^  Annual  Meeting 

The  31^^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  was  held  at  the  David  Lawrence  Convention 
Center  during  the  ANA  Convention  in  Pittsburgh,  PA.  The  meeting  was  attended  by 
37  enthusiastic  club  members  who  participated  in  a  lively  discussion  of  club  activities. 
A  summary  of  the  topics  discussed  at  the  meeting  is  given  below. 

Dennis  Garstang  and  Greg  Shishmanian  were  presented  with  their  plaques  for 
winning  the  2003  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  their  rarity  study  of  XF  and  AU 
Liberty  Seated  dollars.  They  indicated  that  they  appreciated  the  support  they 
received  in  the  club  voting  and  said  that  they  hoped  their  article  would  stimulate  more 
original  research  on  the  Seated  dollar  series. 

The  creation  of  a  Publications  Committee  was  discussed  at  the  meeting.  This 
committee  would  have  the  responsibility  of  reviewing  current  events  related  to  Seated 
coinage  and  then  encouraging  interested  club  members  to  report  their  observations 
in  the  journal.  Dick  Osburn  and  Leonard  Augsburger  were  the  first  two  members 
appointed  to  what  will  eventually  be  a  5  to  6  person  committee. 

The  possibility  of  creating  a  Seated  e-mail  newsletter  was  discussed.  The  news- 
letter would  provide  club  members  with  a  way  to  quickly  exchange  information  on 
Seated  coinage.  Individual  club  members  may  want  to  make  announcements  on 
activities  related  to  Seated  coinage  or  they  may  want  to  ask  other  club  members  for 
some  specific  information  on  a  Seated  coin.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  newsletter  will 
replace  the  journal,  but  discussions  in  the  newsletter  could  easily  generate  ideas  for 
future  articles  that  will  be  published  in  the  journal. 

Gerry  Fortin  described  features  of  his  CD  based  Seated  dime  book  that  includes 
the  description  of  1200  varieties  and  contains  over  7000  pictures.  He  indicated  that 
he  would  provide  club  members  with  a  listing  and  a  description  of  his  Major  100 
Seated  Dimes  Varieties.  This  listing  will  be  published  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal 
and  be  used  to  create  a  census  form  for  Seated  dime  varieties.  This  form  will  be 
distributed  to  all  club  members  in  2006. 

Weimar  White  described  features  of  his  new  book  on  Coin  Chemistry.  His  book 
explains  how  sulfur  compounds  tarnish  coins  and  how  the  collector  can  prevent 
toning  from  appearing  on  pristine  surfaces.  The  author  sold  autographed  copies  of 
his  book  to  interested  members  at  the  meeting. 

Bill  Bugert  gave  an  overview  of  his  half  dollar  census  that  was  conducted  during 
the  spring  of  2004.  He  announced  that  a  complete  tabulation  of  the  census  results 
would  be  published  in  the  fall  issue  of  the  journal. 

Steve  Grain  presented  an  outline  for  his  half  dime  census  that  will  be  conducted  this 
winter.  Half  dime  census  forms  will  be  sent  to  all  club  members  during  January  2005. 

Club  members  were  asked  to  participate  in  a  survey  during  May  2004  that  attempted 
to  identify  the  20  Greatest  Seated  coins.  A  complete  tabulation  of  the  results  of  this 
survey  will  be  published  in  the  March  issue  of  the  journal.  It  was  announced  that  club 
members  voted  the  1870-CC  quarter  as  the  top  Seated  coin  on  the  list. 

Club  members  are  encouraged  to  display  some  of  their  Seated  coinage  at  future 
meetings  of  LSCC.  These  displays  show  what  can  be  done  through  careful  purchases 
over  a  period  of  time.  I  therefore  prepared  a  display  for  the  meeting  that  contained 
my  complete  set  of  Seated  half  dimes  by  date  and  mintmark  in  grades  from  AU  to  MS. 
Many  in  attendance  told  me  that  they  enjoyed  having  the  opportunity  to  view  my  set 
and  expressed  an  interest  in  having  future  displays  of  this  kind. 

Mark  Sheldon 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  club  members  who  voted  for  our  article  "A  Rarity 
Study  of  XF  and  AU  Liberty  Seated  Dollars"  that  won  the  Ahwash  Award  for  the  best 
journal  article  of  2003.  We  had  hoped  that  there  would  be  widespread  interest  in  the 
availability  of  collector  grade  Seated  dollars  and  your  votes  clearly  indicated  that  this 
was  the  case.  Hopefully  the  article  will  generate  more  interest  in  Seated  dollars  and 
stimulate  new  research  on  this  interesting  series. 

Dennis  Garstang    Greg  Shishmanian 
LSCC#481  LSCC#1494 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  by  Chris  Pilliod  in  Issue  #90  on  the  1 853  half  dollar 
with  a  reverse  cud.  I  did  not  know  how  these  types  of  cuds  were  generated  or  that 
1853  half  dollars  were  particularly  prone  to  the  formation  of  die  cracks  and  cuds. 
Perhaps  the  new  coinage  design  with  arrows  and  rays  and  high  mintages  exposed 
the  dies  to  extra  wear  and  metal  fatigue. 

In  Issue  #68  of  the  journal  I  reported  an  1853-0  half  dollar  with  numerous  die 
cracks  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  This  coin  also  had  a  small  cud  on  the  obverse 
rim  below  and  to  the  right  of  the  3  in  the  date.  I  think  that  my  coin  and  the  one  illustrated 
in  Issue  #90  demonstrate  that  1853  was  not  a  good  year  for  quality  with  large 
mintages  being  struck  from  overworked  dies.  I  would  like  to  know  if  these  irregulari- 
ties continued  at  a  high  frequency  on  1 854  and  1 855  half  dollars  after  the  rays  were 
removed  from  the  reverse  dies. 

Paul  Brill 
LSCC  #749 

I  would  like  to  report  an  1850-O  Seated  dollar  with  a  heavy  planchet  lamination 
through  the  center  of  the  reverse.  The  defect  begins  at  the  lower  rim  and  extends  up 
through  the  mintmark  and  branch  stem.  It  covers  most  of  the  reverse  shield  and  then 
runs  up  through  the  field  to  the  letters  OF.  The  piece  grades  F-VF.  I  hope  to  put  this 
coin  in  an  auction  some  time  soon. 

Tom  Martin 
LSCC  #1866 

I  would  like  to  report  a  beautiful  AU  1 840  Seated  dollar  with  a  reverse  lamination. 
This  defect  begins  at  the  top  of  the  left  wing  and  then  runs  through  the  field  to  the 
letters  TA  in  STATES.  I  purchased  this  coin  about  a  year  ago  from  a  Baltimore  dealer. 
I  would  like  to  know  if  anyone  else  has  seen  a  similar  coin  from  the  1840s. 

I  would  also  like  to  report  that  I  have  an  XF  1 842  Seated  dollar  with  three  obverse 
rim  cuds.  The  cuds  appear  on  the  rim  at  3  o'clock,  7  o'clock  and  9  o'clock.  These 
defects  appear  to  be  identical  to  the  cuds  on  the  1 842  dollar  illustrated  in  Issue  #58 
of  the  journal.  I  always  find  coins  with  defects  to  be  very  interesting  because  they  give 
us  some  information  about  the  problems  experienced  at  the  mint  while  Seated  coins 
were  being  struck  for  circulation. 

Richard  Thomas 
LSCC  #1889 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB 

Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


Treasurer's  Report  2003-2004 

Beginning  Balance  -  August  1 ,  2003    $11 ,345.09 

Receipts 

New  IVIembers   $525.00 

Renewal  Memberships   8,122.50 

Advertising   200.00 

Purchased  Back  Issues   22.00 

Donations   35.00 

Total  Receipts   $8,904.50 

Total  Available   $20,249.59 

Disbursements 

Printing   $6,206.10 

Postage  &  Office  Supplies   3,074.73 

ANA  Membership  Dues   29.00 

Total  Spent   $9,309.83 

Cash  Balance  -  July  31 ,  2004   $1 0,939.76 


Mark  Sheldon 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 
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n  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBfRTD  Seated  Colleetors  C^b 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  tine  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Mark  Sheldon   •   P.O.  Box  261 
Wellington,  Ohio  44090 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  ctiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1858-S  Quarter 
in  l\/IS-62 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  IVIcCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


